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UK PRESIDENCY G8 FACTSHEET:  NEW MOMENTUM FOR DOHA TRADE NEGOTIATIONS

G8 agreement

· The G8 and 5 emerging economies reached agreement at Gleneagles to inject new political momentum into the Doha round negotiations.


· The Heads agreed that there should be outline agreement across the entire range of Doha issues by the Hong Kong meeting in December, with final agreement on the Round in 2006.
Background


· To take forward this momentum the European Commission are hosting a small informal meeting of key trade negotiators in London today.  There will then be a WTO mini-ministerial meeting in China next week to move the negotiations on.


· Welcoming this new momentum the Prime Minister said:  

‘All of us at Gleneagles were clear on the overriding importance, for global growth and to help combat poverty, on real progress now to unlock the Doha negotiations.  I believe we can now move the trade talks forward with a redoubled political commitment.’



