UK PRESIDENCY G8 FACTSHEET: RESEARCH NETWORKS 

Key G8 commitments

· Leaders have agreed to improve and reinforce cooperation on research between developed and developing countries.

Background

· The G8 agreed in the Evian Science and Technology Action Plan on the need to strengthen research and development networks across the G8, and look at how it could draw the emerging economies into the networks more effectively.

· Cooperation currently takes place through a wide range of partnerships, including the Carbon Sequestration Leadership Forum, International Partnership for the Hydrogen Economy and a range of networks run by the International Energy Agency.   

· The UK held a Workshop on Energy Research and Innovation Workshop (WIRE) in Oxford in May, with delegates from G8 and emerging economies. This explored how existing collaborations could be enhanced, publicised and how research mechanisms are structured.   

· The UK will now follow up with new funding to kickstart better arrangements for cooperation with developing country researchers.

