UK PRESIDENCY G8 FACTSHEET: RENEWABLES

Key G8 commitments

· G8 leaders have agreed to launch a Global Bioenergy Partnership to support the development of biomass and biofuels markets. 

· Work will also be taken forward with the IEA to set up a network of Centres of Excellence to develop and share ways of overcoming the technical, regulatory and commercial barriers to improving grid access for renewable sources.

Background

· Biomass refers the burning of trees, crops or other non-fossil fuel matter to produce energy. Biofuels are transport fuels produced from crops such as soybeans, which can substitute for petroleum-based products.

· Traditional biomass is a very important source of energy in the developing world. But its use leads to environmental problems such as deforestation and also to respiratory health problems caused by indoor air pollution. 

· Biofuels have the potential to radically reduce emissions from the transport sector. Recent studies by the auto and oil industry and the International Energy Agency indicate that up to a third of world transport fuels could come from biofuels by 2050. This could save 1800Mt CO2 - equivalent to four times annual UK emissions.

· The Global Bioenergy Partnership, which will be led by Italy, will promote collaboration between developed and developing countries, and propose solutions to the issues of trade barriers, land use, transport and infrastructure and market development, as well as sharing new research and technologies. The UK Government will contribute funding.

· G8 leaders will be travelling in cars powered through a blend of ethanol derived from biomass.

· G8 leaders also expressed support for existing programmes on renewable energy. The UK Government is to increase funding for capacity building in developing countries through doubling annual funding to the REEEP network. G8 countries also welcomed the work being taken to follow up the 2004 Bonn Renewables Conference, including the Conference being held by China this year, and the establishment of the Renewable Energy Policy Network (REN21).  

