UK PRESIDENCY G8 FACTSHEET: MANAGING THE IMPACT OF CLIMATE CHANGE 

Key G8 commitments

· The G8 will work through the Global Climate Observing System to develop fully operational regional climate centres in Africa.

· The G8 also committed their support to improving climate risk management in multilateral and bilateral development organisations, so that new investments take into account the possible impact of future changes in the climate.

· Leaders looked to the Millennium Review Summit in New York in September to contribute to helping developing countries build their resilience to climate change

Background

· The Commission for Africa warned that climate change could undermine the livelihoods in many parts of Africa. It recommended that climate observation should be improved through the Global Climate Observing System, and that capacity needed to be built in African research institutions. The G8 today pledged to do both these things.

· The CfA also said that “Donors should also make climate variability and climate change risk factors an integral part of their project planning and assessment, by 2008”. G8 leaders have invited MDBs to do this, with the World Bank taking a lead.

· The G8 today also welcomed the adoption of the Global Earth Observation System of Systems (GEOSS), which was agreed in Brussels in February. This builds on commitments made at Evian.

· Earlier this year, the UK announced that it was spending £500,000 over the next three years towards regional predictions of climate change for Africa and a new multi-country initiative on advancing knowledge, capacity and networks.  

