G8 Factsheet

Peace and Security in Africa Today

What an agreement at Gleneagles would mean

·   Help the AU (African Union) to build a peacekeeping force (the African Standby Force
), by 2010.  This will mean the AU is better prepared to respond to security challenges like Darfur.  
·   Provide more co-ordinated, long-term and flexible financing to allow the AU to react more swiftly to crises.

· Support African efforts to: prevent conflict, provide effective mediation and combat terrorism will ensure Africans are better able to respond to emerging security challenges.  

· Support conflict prevention work in the UN: sanctions; regulating the transfer of small arms and light weapons; address the links between the extraction of natural resources and conflict. 

· Maximise the contribution of local and multi-national companies to peace and security – including through the UN Global Compact 
. 
· Measures to address post-conflict situations will promote stability and prevent countries from slipping back into conflict: support for the UN’s proposal for a Peacebuilding Commission
; rapid debt relief for post-conflict countries; grants for reconstruction; supporting UN plans to strengthen and reform the international humanitarian response system.     

Background

· Peace and security is essential to reduce poverty, and promote economic growth and development in Africa. 
· Since 1994 more than nine million Africans have died as a result of conflict, the majority of them civilians. 
· Historic peace deals have been struck in Sudan and Democratic Republic of Congo, and fighting has ceased in Sierra Leone, Angola and Mozambique.

· The AU is developing a strong role in resolving peace and security challenges. Peace missions have been mounted in Burundi and Darfur, where AU troops are making a real difference.  

Where do we go from here? 

· G8 commitments will be carried forward in the EU under the UK Presidency and at the Millennium Review Summit in September.  We hope to gain further endorsement and support for AU plans and make real progress on strengthening UN and African responses to conflict in Africa.
� African Standby Force (ASF) –five regional brigades, up to 25,000 personnel.  


� UN Global Compact – an initiative launched in 2000 to encourage business to uphold a set of ten principles covering human and labour rights, environmental protection, anti-corruption.   


� Peace Building Commission – proposes setting up a UN mechanism to coordinate UN and international efforts to assist countries emerging from conflict. 
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