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G8-Africa Relationship


The Challenges

· Africa is the region least likely to achieve the Millennium Goals. 

· Over 2,000 children under the age of five die every day from malaria
.

· Over 6,000
 people die each day from AIDS and continues to undermine the political, economic and social fabric of many African societies; 

· Over 250 million people do not have access to safe drinking water
.

· Over 40 million
 children are still not in school. 

· Conflict in countries such as the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sudan, and Uganda result in tens of thousands of people dying each month, and millions displaced.  

· Without much faster progress, by 2015, 247 million people could still live on less than US$1 a day and 45 million children could have died.
  

The Gleneagles commitments show that the G8 is taking significant steps to help Africa meet the challenges of the Millennium Development Goals through comprehensive action on:

· Peace and Security

· Good and Responsive Governance

· Investing in People

· Investing in Growth

· Financing for Development

· Monitoring and Implementation

The Gleneagles commitments on Africa represent a comprehensive plan for Africa, with Africa.

The Relationship

· African leaders have been present at each G8 Summit since 2001.

· At the 2001 Genoa Summit, G8 leaders appointed Africa Personal Representatives to come up with the Africa Action Plan - how the G8 could support the New Partnership for Africa’s Development (NEPAD). 

· The Evian Summit in 2003 established the Africa Partnership Forum to develop the relationship further. The APF meets twice a year, with representatives from the G8, African countries, international institutions and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) donors who give over $100m to Africa in Official Development Assistance (ODA) each year. 

· For Gleneagles, Africa Personal Representatives have reviewed progress against the Africa Action Plan, and individual G8 members have produced bilateral progress reports. 

· Past G8 commitments relevant to Africa’s development include:

· Plans to support African and global peacekeeping capacity (Evian and Sea Island Summits)

· Action Plans on Water and Health (Evian Summit)

· Action Plan on fighting famine in Africa (Evian and Sea Island) 

· Action Plan on how entrepreneurship could help to fight poverty (Sea Island)

Africa Today

· Since 2002, Africa has:

· transformed the Organisation of African Unity into the African Union, with a founding principle of “non-indifference”

· established the AU Peace and Security Council, which has led to AU missions in Darfur and the Central African Republic

· 23 countries have signed up to the African Peer Review Mechanism, where countries submit their political, economic, corporate and social governance to Peer Review.

· Conflict in Africa continues to fall.  

· Political stability and democracy have been strengthened in many countries. In the last 5 years, around two-thirds of countries in sub-Saharan Africa have held multi-party elections. 

· Governance indicators are improving at least as fast as any developing region.   Primary school enrolment has increased rapidly and political commitment to tackle HIV and AIDS has increased.

· The IMF is projecting economic growth for Africa at over 5.3 per cent for 2005, and average inflation of 9.9 per cent, compared with 41 per cent over 20 years ago.  This is partly a result of economic reform and business climate improvements by African governments to spur the private sector.   

� WHO 2005 report to the World Health Assembly on Malaria 


� UNAIDS 2004 fig. 3.1 million deaths per year (adults and children) in Sub-Saharan Africa.


� WHO / UNICEF Joint Monitoring Programme for Water and Sanitation 2005


� Education for All Global Monitoring Report 2005 


� “Investing in People” The Millennium Project Report January 2005
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