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Accelerating Development and Global Delivery of AIDS Vaccines

The Need for Continued G8 Leadership 

Proposals from the International AIDS Vaccine Initiative (IAVI)

An AIDS vaccine is the world’s best hope for bringing the AIDS epidemic under control, especially in the poorest countries where the vast majority of new infections are occurring today.  Greatly expanded delivery of AIDS prevention and treatment are moral and practical imperatives.  But no single product of health research would be more powerful in saving lives, advancing development goals, reducing poverty, and improving security around the globe than an AIDS vaccine.  While the urgent need for a vaccine is widely acknowledged, the international effort to discover and test an effective product remains woefully inadequate to meet the formidable scientific obstacles involved.  

At their Summits over the last several years, G8 leaders have identified AIDS vaccines as a top global research priority.  Last year at Sea Island, G8 leaders affirmed the need for more collaborative and accelerated research effort consistent with the principles of the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise.  They recognized the need not only for more resources, but for making the HIV vaccine research field far more collaborative and directed, focused on tackling key problems, and able to harness the vast expertise in the public sector, academic institutions, and industry. This year, at Perthshire, G8 leaders have the opportunity to take concrete policy steps that can significantly shorten the timeline for development and widespread delivery of an AIDS vaccine.  

The International AIDS Vaccine Initiative, a global public-private partnership advocating policies, mobilizing leadership and developing candidate AIDS vaccines for international use, urges G8 leaders to take decisive action on the following top priorities: 

· Significantly increase funding for AIDS vaccine research and development: Less than US$600 million is spent annually on AIDS vaccine research – only one half of one percent of global health research spending per year.  Most of this funding is directed to basic and preclinical investigator-originated research at a national level, while far too few resources are provided for goal oriented, industrial style product development and directed applied vaccine research.   G8 countries should significantly increase investment in AIDS vaccine research.  Innovative financial mechanisms now being proposed make this goal imminently achievable.  Priority should be given to allocating this increased amount to applied research and product development and channeled efficiently using models based upon industrial vaccine development experience to support the highest quality global R&D.  By bringing new technology and talent to bear from the large biopharmaceutical companies and the smaller biotechnology firms, as well as from academic and not-for-profit vaccine development ventures, the G8 will be filling a critical gap. In addition, G8 nations should recognize public-private partnerships as key institutional mechanisms for bringing private sector expertise to the design of new candidate vaccines.  Also needed are incentives for private sector research and development efforts on AIDS vaccines and other products to address global diseases. 

· Establish an advance purchase mechanism for AIDS vaccines:  An AIDS vaccine will only bring the pandemic under control if it is accessible globally.  Establishing a credible mechanism to purchase large quantities of AIDS vaccines for global delivery will drive private sector investment and support development of adequate manufacturing capacity.   G8 countries should create a multi-billion dollar advance purchase commitment (APC) for AIDS vaccines, and establish such a mechanism between now and the 2006 G8 meeting in Russia.  The APC would not take current funds away from treatment or prevention delivery, but would instead be based on legally binding commitments, bonds, or contracts that guarantee availability of adequate resources for purchase of AIDS vaccines in the future.  The G8 should request a consortium of international development organizations to prepare plans for establishment of an APC.  

· Promote international leadership:  Successful development and use of an AIDS vaccine requires a truly international research effort.  By forging research partnerships between developed countries and developing nations, the G8 can build research and health care infrastructure while it accelerates the search for a vaccine.   G8 countries should call for an expanded international effort on AIDS vaccine research and provide ongoing assistance to help developing nations participate in this research.  This should include assistance for the strengthening of regulatory systems in developing countries that enable expeditious consideration of safe and ethical clinical trials.  The G8 should also establish partnerships with countries that have emerging global science and technology capacity, so that this capacity is increased and directed toward AIDS vaccine R&D.  The G8 nations should collaborate with developing countries, including G20 members, to identify opportunities for additional advocacy and North-South partnerships on AIDS vaccine research and development.  These partnerships should be initiated before the 2006 G8 summit in Russia and reported at next year’s summit meeting.
Sample language for G8 Communiqué:  For the reference of those involved in drafting G8 statements, we offer the following example of how the policy concepts discussed above can be captured in an official G8 communiqué:  

An AIDS vaccine remains the world’s best hope for bringing the AIDS epidemic under control, and research on these products must be accelerated.  We reaffirm our support for collaborative AIDS vaccine research efforts and endorse the Global HIV Vaccine Enterprise scientific plan.  G8 countries commit to significantly increasing funding for AIDS vaccine research over the next three years, and to creating an advance purchase commitment that will enable global access to an AIDS vaccine.   AIDS vaccine research must be a truly international effort and we support global public-private partnerships committed to this.   G8 nations will increase support for partnerships and developing countries engaged in AIDS vaccine research. 

The need for immediate and comprehensive action:  Unlike many global disasters, the damage wrought by the AIDS epidemic can be greatly alleviated -- but the response must be comprehensive.  Wider delivery of AIDS treatment and prevention will save lives and bring infection rates down.  Expanded services for AIDS orphans will give hope to whole generations.  A microbicide could significantly reduce HIV incidence.  Yet without a safe and effective AIDS vaccine, the relentless tally of new infections – now 14,000 each day – will continue.   The world’s development, anti-poverty, and security goals are simply not attainable if the AIDS epidemic is allowed to continue to destroy health care and education systems, and undermine economies. 

Though the scientific hurdles are considerable, action by policy makers can significantly shorten the desperate wait for development and delivery of an AIDS vaccine.   The time has come to move from commitments to the specific and sustained global leadership necessary to bring an end to the most devastating epidemic of our time. 
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