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“We have meanwhile set up a process and there are also independent institutions monitoring which objectives 
of our G7 meetings we actually achieve. When it comes to these goals we have a compliance rate of about 80%, 
according to the University of Toronto. Germany, with its 87%, comes off pretty well. That means that next 
year too, under the Japanese G7 presidency, we are going to check where we stand in comparison to what we 
have discussed with each other now. So a lot of what we have resolved to do here together is something that we 
are going to have to work very hard at over the next few months. But I think that it has become apparent 
that we, as the G7, want to assume responsibility far beyond the prosperity in our own countries. That’s why 
today’s outreach meetings, that is the meetings with our guests, were also of great importance.” 

Chancellor Angela Merkel, Schloss Elmau, 8 June 2015 

G7 summits are a moment for people to judge whether aspirational intent is met by concrete commitments. The G7 
Research Group provides a report card on the implementation of G7 and G20 commitments. It is a good moment for 
the public to interact with leaders and say, you took a leadership position on these issues – a year later, or three years 
later, what have you accomplished? 

Achim Steiner, Administrator, United Nations Development Programme, in G7 Canada: The 2018 
Charlevoix Summit 
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4.	Non-proliferation:	Nuclear	Weapons	and	Disarmament	
“We reiterate our commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament.” 

G7 Taormina Leaders’ Communiqué 

Assessment	
Member No Compliance Partial Compliance Full Compliance 
Canada   0   
France     +1 
Germany     +1 
Italy   0   
Japan    +1 
United Kingdom   0   
United States     +1 
European Union     +1 
Average +0.63 

Background	
The North Korean regime’s launching of ballistic missiles in March, April, and July 2017, and claims 
to have tested a hydrogen bomb on 3 September 2017, have global implications that have pushed 
nonproliferation and disarmament high on the G7 Taormina Summit agenda.387,388,389,390 

The 2017 G7 pledge to combat the proliferation of nuclear weapons and to further global 
disarmament is a continuation of years-long efforts. Past efforts notably include the 2002 Kananaskis 
Summit’s Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, 
which established measures against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction through 
terrorists and other violent proliferators.391 The initiative raised USD 20 billion and was extended in 
2011.392 

In this year’s G7 commitment cycle, condemnation of the ownership and use of nuclear weapons 
began before the summit itself. The 2017 G7 foreign ministers’ meeting in Lucca on 10 and 11 April 
2017 included a stand-alone statement on nonproliferation and disarmament. The Statement 
commits the G7 foreign ministers to “full implementation of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of 
Action endorsed by [United Nations Security Council Resolution] (UNSC) 2231(2015), as well as to 
contribute positively to the 2017-2020 review cycle of the [Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of 
Nuclear Weapons],”393 further noting North Korean violation of UNSC resolutions 1718, 2270 and 
2321, and concerning weapons use in Malaysia and the Syrian Arab Republic. The statement 
                                                        
387 North Korea fires four missiles toward Japan, angering Tokyo and South Korea, Reuters (Seoul) 5 March 2017. 
Access Date: 13 October 2017. 
388 North Korea's missile test fails, US military says, CNN (Atlanta) 29 April 2017. Access Date: 13 October 2017. 
http://www.cnn.com/2017/04/28/world/north-korea-missile-launch/index.html.  
389 US slams North Korea missile test as Kim claims 'whole US mainland' in reach, CNN (Atlanta) 30 July 2017. Access 
Date: 13 October 2017. 
390 North Korea “earthquake” was its most powerful nuclear test yet, Quartz (New York) 3 September 2017. Access 
Date: 13 October 17. https://qz.com/1068659/north-korea-hydrogen-bomb-its-latest-claims/.  
391 G8 Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, Department of State 
(Washington D.C.) 24 January 2012. Access Date: 11 October 2017. http://www.state.gov/t/isn/rls/rm/182390.htm.  
392 G8 Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction, Department of State 
(Washington D.C.) 20 June 2017. Access Date: 11 October 2017. http://www.nti.org/learn/treaties-and-regimes/global-
partnership-against-spread-weapons-and-materials-mass-destruction-10-plus-10-over-10-program/.  
393 G7 Statement on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, G7 (Taormina) 11 April 2017. Access Date: 11 October 2017. 
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/NPDG_Statement_Final.pdf.  
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expresses support for the nonproliferation and disarmament of all weapons of mass destruction 
(WMD), the Chemical Weapons Convention, the Biological and Toxin Weapons Convention, the 
Global Partnership Against the Spread of Weapons and Materials of Mass Destruction and the 
second Comprehensive Review of UNSC Resolution 1540(2004) which is crucial in combating 
proliferation of WMD.394 

The G7 leaders’ communiqué endorsed the foreign ministers’ statement and further discussed issues 
and crises that are most seriously threatening “the security and well-being of [their] citizens and 
global stability.”395 North Korea in particular was cited as a “top priority in the international agenda” 
for its actions against disarmament and nonproliferation. It was the only country mentioned by name 
that is breaching international law in these two issue areas. G7 members condemned “in the 
strongest terms” North Korean nuclear tests and ballistic missiles, and called on the rest of the world 
to do the same while also taking further measures to ensure North Korea’s implementation of the 
relevant UNSC resolutions.396 

Discussion of international security related to nonproliferation permeated bilateral meetings during 
the Taormina Summit, demonstrated by Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s discussion with 
António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, who “condemned North Korea’s recent 
actions, explained that the UNSC possesses tools to increase pressure on North Korea and stated 
that he will raise the North Korean issue seriously among countries concerned.”397 The summit also 
saw the presentation of the 2017 Report from the Nuclear Safety and Security Group.398	

Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
The Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) is widely considered to be the 
foundation of the global nuclear nonproliferation regime, and with a total of 191 state signatories, is 
the most accepted arms control agreement in history.399 First entering into force in 1970, the NPT 
“represents the only binding commitment in a multilateral treaty to the goal of disarmament by the 
nuclear-weapon states.”400 The objective of the treaty is to provide a step-by-step framework towards 
achieving nuclear disarmament through its three principal pillars: 

3. Nonproliferation: Nuclear weapons states pledge to not be involved in the transfer of nuclear 
weapons to any recipient and to not encourage or induce non-nuclear-weapons states to 
manufacture or acquire nuclear weapons. Non-nuclear-weapons states pledge to forego the 
development, acquisition and use of nuclear weapons; to not seek or receive assistance in the 
manufacture of nuclear weapons; and to accept the International Atomic Energy Agency’s 
(IAEA) safeguards for verification that their nuclear activities serve solely peaceful purposes.401 

                                                        
394 G7 Statement on Non-Proliferation and Disarmament, G7 (Taormina) 11 April 2017. Access Date: 11 October 2017. 
http://www.g7italy.it/sites/default/files/documents/NPDG_Statement_Final.pdf.  
395 G7 Taormina Leaders' Communiqué, G7 Research Group (Toronto) 27 May 2017. Access Date: 04 October 2017. 
http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2017taormina/communique.html.  
396 G7 Taormina Leaders' Communiqué, G7 Research Group (Toronto) 27 May 2017. Access Date: 14 October 2017. 
http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2017taormina/communique.html.  
397 Prime Minister Abe Holds a Meeting with the Secretary-General of the United Nations, Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Japan (Tokyo) 27 May 2017. Access Date: 11 October 2017. http://www.mofa.go.jp/fp/ipc/page3e_000683.html. 
398 2017 Report, Nuclear Safety and Security Group (Taormina) 27 May 2017. Access Date: 11 October 2017. 
http://www.mofa.go.jp/files/000260025.pdf.  
399 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (New York) n.d. 
Access Date: 16 October 2017. http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/npt.  
400 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, United Nations Office for Disarmament Affairs (New York) n.d. 
Access Date: 16 October 2017. https://www.un.org/disarmament/wmd/nuclear/npt/.  
401 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, US Department of State (Washington D.C.) 2010. Access Date: 
16 October 2017. https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/141503.pdf.  
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4. Peaceful Use of Nuclear Materials: acknowledges the rights of all Parties to develop nuclear 
energy for peaceful purposes while benefiting from international cooperation, in conformity with 
their obligation towards the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons.402 

5. Disarmament: all Parties pledge to pursue good-faith negotiations on effective measures 
towards the goal of nuclear disarmament and cessation of the nuclear arms race.403 

Examples of adhering to the NPT include but are not limited to: the promotion and establishment of 
nuclear-weapons-free zones; reaching bilateral and multilateral agreements regarding the peaceful use 
and/or trade of nuclear materials; agreeing to IAEA supervision over nuclear materials and energy; 
unilateral or joint statements pressuring non-Party states to adhere to the NPT; imposing sanctions 
against states that do not abide by the NPT; and reaffirming commitment towards any of the NPT’s 
three pillars. 

Sanctions against the North Korean regime in retaliation against its escalation of nuclear and missile 
activities can be implemented by the G7 through unilateral and/or multilateral means. 

Unilateral sanctions against North Korea means sanctions imposed by a single country on North 
Korea. Examples include Japan imposing sanctions on North Korea following its satellite launch in 
2016, which banned North Korean nationals from entering Japan as well as North Korean ships 
from entering Japanese ports404; South Korea imposing sanctions on North Korea in December 2016, 
which blacklisted dozens of senior North Korean officials from doing business with South 
Koreans405; and the United States imposing sanctions in December 2016 against North Korean 
financial, transportation and energy operations.406 

Multilateral sanctions against North Korea means sanctions imposed by more than one country on 
North Korea. Since 2006, the United Nations, specifically the UNSC, has led the multilateral 
sanction regime against North Korea. In total, the UNSC has adopted eight major sanctions 
resolutions against North Korea in response to the regime’s nuclear and missile activities, and all 
eight have been adopted unanimously. The most recent of these UNSC Resolutions (UNSCR) are 
UNSCR 2371 following North Korea’s two intercontinental ballistic missile tests in August 2017, and 
UNSCR 2375 in response to North Korea’s sixth nuclear test in September 2017.407 

Commitment	Features	
This commitment states that G7 members “reiterate [their] commitment on non-proliferation and 
disarmament.” Non-proliferation is defined as the “prevention of wider dissemination of nuclear 
weapons.”408 Disarmament is defined as “[prohibiting the] possession, development, production, 
                                                        
402 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, US Department of State (Washington D.C.) 2010. Access Date: 
16 October 2017. https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/141503.pdf.  
403 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, US Department of State (Washington D.C.) 2010. Access Date: 
16 October 2017. https://www.state.gov/documents/organization/141503.pdf.  
404 Japan announces new sanctions on North Korea, Chicago Tribune (Chicago) 10 February 2016. Access Date: 17 
October 2017. http://www.chicagotribune.com/news/nationworld/ct-japan-north-korea-sanctions-20160210-
story.html.  
405 South Korea imposes unilateral sanctions on North Korea after missile tests, DW (Berlin) 2 December 2016. Access 
Date: 17 October 2017. http://www.dw.com/en/south-korea-imposes-unilateral-sanctions-on-north-korea-after-
missile-tests/a-36610154.  
406U.S. Treasury expands unilateral sanctions against North Korea, NK News (Seoul) 2 December 2016. Access Date: 17 
October 2017. https://www.nknews.org/2016/12/u-s-treasury-expands-unilateral-sanctions-against-north-korea/.  
407 UN Security Council Resolutions on North Korea, Arms Control Association (Washington D.C.) 10 October 2017. 
Access Date: 17 October 2017. https://www.armscontrol.org/factsheets/UN-Security-Council-Resolutions-on-North-
Korea.  
408 Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (New York) 5 March 1970. Access Date: 14 October 1970. 
http://disarmament.un.org/treaties/t/npt/text.  
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acquisition, testing, stockpiling, transfer, use or threat of use [of nuclear weapons] and to provide for 
their destruction.” The term “reiterate” refers to “commitments that have been established in the 
past. It should not be considered a new initiative; however, new efforts in the area should be 
made.”409 

Thus, in order for the G7 member to be found in full compliance with this commitment it must 
demonstrate that it has continued to work towards non-proliferation and disarmament by adhering to 
the pillars of the NPT. For partial compliance the G7 member has to do one or the other. For non-
compliance the G7 member has not taken action in either nonproliferation nor disarmament, or has 
taken action that is antithetical to the commitment. 

This commitment is understood as a pledge from the G7 to continue supporting the NPT while also 
enforcing the implementation of relevant sanctions against North Korea. 

The compliance period is from 27 May 2017 to 07 June 2018. In order for a G7 member to be 
recognized as making an effort to adhere to the NPT, it must have made progress in at least two of 
the three NPT pillars during this time. Similarly, G7 members are assessed by their implementation 
of unilateral and/or multilateral sanctions during the compliance period. 

Scoring	Guidelines	
Score Description 

−1 

 Member has made little to no effort to adhere to the Non-proliferation Treaty (NPT) AND 
did not implement any sanctions against North Korea OR made an effort to adhere to the 
NPT but did not implement any sanctions against North Korea OR made little to no effort 
to adhere to the NPT but implemented unilateral or multilateral sanctions against North 
Korea. 

0 Member has made an effort to adhere to the NPT AND made an effort to implement either 
unilateral or multilateral sanctions against North Korea. 

+1 Member has made an effort to adhere to the NPT AND made an effort to implement both 
unilateral and multilateral sanctions against North Korea.  

Lead Analysts: Aisha Ryan and Bryan Roh 

Canada:	0	
Canada has partially complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

On 8 June 2017 Canada finalized an agreement to voluntarily contribute CAD 175,000 to the non-
profit, non-partisan Nuclear Threat Initiative (NTI). 410  In support of Canada’s contribution, 
Canadian Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister of Foreign Affairs (Canada-US Relations) Andrew 
Leslie said “this financial contribution will help the important work being undertaken through this 
initiative [and] help the international partnership for nuclear disarmament verification continue its 
critical work.”411 

From 12 to 25 September 2017, at the First Committee of the 72nd Session of the United Nations 
General Assembly, Canada stated that this contribution to the NTI “in support of the International 

                                                        
409 Compliance Coding Manual for International Institutional Commitments, G7 & G20 Research Group (Toronto) 2 May 
2016. Access Date: 15 October 2017. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/compliance/compliance-coding-manual-2016.pdf.  
410 International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification Highlighted in the Canadian House of Commons, 
Nuclear Threat Initiative (Washington) July 6 2017. 20 November 2017. http://www.nti.org/newsroom/news/nti-ipndv-
highlighted-canadian-house-commons/.  
411 International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification Highlighted in the Canadian House of Commons, 
Nuclear Threat Initiative (Washington) July 6 2017. 20 November 2017. http://www.nti.org/newsroom/news/nti-ipndv-
highlighted-canadian-house-commons/.  
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Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament Verification.”412 Canada also reiterated its support for existing 
sanctions against North Korea, but did not follow this up with any new sanctions. Canada stated, 
“We cannot ignore the immediate threat of North Korea. Nor can we lose sight of the pressing need 
to tighten global sanctions against it, counter its proliferation networks, and persuade it to pursue 
constructive political dialogue.”413 Canada has not passed any new sanctions against North Korea in 
support of these words. 

On 7 July 2017 the United Nations held a vote on “The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear 
Weapons.”414 UN Secretary General António Guterres described the treaty as, “an important step 
towards the universally-held goal of a world free of nuclear weapons,” adding that “it is my hope that 
it will reinvigorate global efforts to achieve it.”415 122 countries voted in favor of the treaty. Canada 
did not take part in the negotiations or the ratification of the treaty.416 Global Affairs Canada released 
a statement on 7 July 2017 stating that the treaty, “will not address concrete measures to eliminate 
nuclear weapons.”417 

On 20 September 2017, Mark Gwozdecky, the Canadian Deputy Minister for International Security 
and Political Affairs, spoke at the UN conference responsible for enforcing the Nuclear Test Ban 
Treaty.418 Deputy Minister Gwozdecky articulated the reasons for Canada’s absence from the treaty 
by stating that, “without the support of any nuclear-armed states, it will not result in the elimination 
of even a single nuclear weapon.”419 On the question of Canada’s support for disarmament Deputy 
Minister Gwozdecky stated, “nuclear disarmament remains a priority for Canada, but efforts to this 
end must meet the dual test of effectiveness and undiminished security for all.”420 

On 9 January 2018 the Canadian Minister of Foreign Affairs, Chrystia Freeland, announced that 
Canada was “encouraged by the reopening of talks between North Korea and South Korea.”421 In 

                                                        
412 Canada — Statement on Nuclear Weapons — First Committee of the 72nd Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 13 October 2017. Access Date: 19 November 2017. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/statements-declarations/2017/10/13a.aspx?lang=eng. 
413 Canada — Statement on Nuclear Weapons — First Committee of the 72nd Session of the United Nations General 
Assembly, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 13 October 2017. Access Date: 19 November 2017. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/statements-declarations/2017/10/13a.aspx?lang=eng. 
414 122 countries adopt 'historic' UN treaty to ban nuclear weapons, CBC (Toronto) 7 July 2017. Access Date: 19 
November 2017. http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/un-treaty-ban-nuclear-weapons-1.4192761. 
415 Treaty banning nuclear weapons opens for signature at UN, United Nations News Center (New York) 20 September 
2017. Access Date: 25 November 2017. http://www.un.org/apps/news/story.asp?NewsID=57588#.WhnODxNSyRs. 
416 122 countries adopt 'historic' UN treaty to ban nuclear weapons, CBC (Toronto) 7 July 2017. Access Date: 25 
November 2017. http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/un-treaty-ban-nuclear-weapons-1.4192761. 
417122 countries adopt 'historic' UN treaty to ban nuclear weapons, CBC (Toronto) 7 July 2017. Access Date: 25 
November 2017. http://www.cbc.ca/news/world/un-treaty-ban-nuclear-weapons-1.4192761.  
418 Statement by Canada to the Conference on Facilitating the Entry-Into-Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 21 September 2017. Access Date: 25 November 2017. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/statements-
declarations/2017/09/21a.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.119526665.1058458030.1511287668-163471359.1511287668. 
419 Statement by Canada to the Conference on Facilitating the Entry-Into-Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 21 September 2017. Access Date: 25 November 2017. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/statements-
declarations/2017/09/21a.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.119526665.1058458030.1511287668-163471359.1511287668. 
420 Statement by Canada to the Conference on Facilitating the Entry-Into-Force of the Comprehensive Nuclear-Test-Ban 
Treaty, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 21 September 2017. Access Date: 25 November 2017. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/prmny-mponu/statements-
declarations/2017/09/21a.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.119526665.1058458030.1511287668-163471359.1511287668. 
421 Canada is encouraged by reopening of talks between North Korea and South Korea, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 
9 January 2017. Access Date: 15 January 2018. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2018/01/canada_is_encouragedbyreopeningoftalksbetweennorthkoreaandsouthk.html.  



2017 G7 Taormina Summit Final Compliance Report 

G7 Research Group 
4 June 2018 

73 

response to this development Minister Freeland reinstated Canada’s support to a diplomatic solution 
which would include “sanctions that exert pressure on North Korea to abandon its nuclear and 
ballistic missile programs verifiably and irreversibly.” 422  To further this aim Minister Freeland 
announced that Canada and the United States would “co-host a meeting of foreign ministers from 
across the globe to work together to achieve stringent sanctions implementation, as well as to 
strengthen diplomatic efforts toward a secure, prosperous and denuclearized Korean peninsula.”423 

On 16 January 2018 Canada and the U.S. co-hosted the Vancouver Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on 
Security and Stability on the Korean Peninsula.424 They addressed “the grave and growing threat 
posed by North Korea’s nuclear weapons and ballistic missile programs.”425 Canada’s Foreign 
Minister Chrystia Freeland said “investing in nuclear weapons will lead only to more sanctions and to 
perpetual instability on the peninsula.”426 The meeting provided foreign ministers from 20 countries 
to coordinate their responses to North Korea’s nuclear program. 

Canada has only partially adhered to the NPT and has made effort to implement multilateral 
samctions, but has not made made any unilateral sanctions against North Korea. 

Thus, Canada receives a score of 0. 

Analysts: Karl Greenfield and Bryan Roh 

France:	+1	
France has fully complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

On 2 June 2017, France’s Permanent Representative to the United Nations François Delattre voted 
for United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2356. The resolution extends the number of 
individuals and entities targeted by sanctions for their involvement in North Korea’s nuclear-weapon 
program and thereby strengthen compliance to Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons 
(NPT). Delattre stated that “the Council condemns North Korea’s unjustifiable actions and punishes 
individuals and entities that are central to the operations of the regime and its programmes, in 
particular the ballistic-missile programme, and their financing.”427 Delattre also made a statement 
calling for denuclearization of North Korea. 

                                                        
422 Canada is encouraged by reopening of talks between North Korea and South Korea, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 
9 January 2017. Access Date: 15 January 2018. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2018/01/canada_is_encouragedbyreopeningoftalksbetweennorthkoreaandsouthk.html.  
423 Canada is encouraged by reopening of talks between North Korea and South Korea, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 
9 January 2017. Access Date: 15 January 2018. https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2018/01/canada_is_encouragedbyreopeningoftalksbetweennorthkoreaandsouthk.html.  
424 Address by Minister Freeland at the Opening Session of the Vancouver Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on Security and 
Stability on the Korean Peninsula, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 16 January 2018. Access Date: 21 January 2018. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/news-nouvelles/opening_remarks_vancouver-
seance_ouverture.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.253325065.1605128665.1516577479-216702034.1510955862. 
425 Canada and United States conclude Vancouver Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on Security and Stability on the Korean 
Peninsula, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 16 January 2018. Access Date: 21 January 2018. 
https://www.canada.ca/en/global-
affairs/news/2018/01/canada_and_unitedstatesconcludevancouverforeignministersmeetingo.html. 
426 Address by Minister Freeland at the Opening Session of the Vancouver Foreign Ministers’ Meeting on Security and 
Stability on the Korean Peninsula, Global Affairs Canada (Ottawa) 16 January 2018. Access Date: 21 January 2018. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/gac-amc/news-nouvelles/opening_remarks_vancouver-
seance_ouverture.aspx?lang=eng&_ga=2.253325065.1605128665.1516577479-216702034.1510955862. 
427 North Korea — Explanation of vote by Mr François Delattre, Permanent Representative of France to the United 
Nations — Security Council — 2 June 2017, Permanent Mission of France (New York) 8 June 2017. Access Date 15 
November 2017. https://onu.delegfrance.org/North-Korea-the-Security-Council-affirms-it-s-authority. 
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On 7 July 2017, Ambassador Delattre voted, alongside the United States and Britain, against a treaty 
banning the use of nuclear weapons, citing that the “ban treaty is incompatible with the policy of 
nuclear deterrence.”428 Delattre stated that this treaty ban will only weaken countries against a North 
Korean nuclear threat as it does not address international security concerns that result in the need for 
nuclear weapons as a deterrence. Delattre also made a statement claiming that this ban will result in 
the weakening of NPT and non-NPT states. However, he reaffirmed that France will continue in its 
fight to preserve non-proliferation regimes and its efforts in preventing North Korea from 
diminishing the unity of non-proliferation regimes.429 

On 10 July 2017, France reaffirmed its intention to close up to 17 nuclear reactors by the end of the 
presidency of François Hollande. By the time he left office, Hollande had only finalized plans to 
close Fessenheim in Alsace, France’s largest nuclear reactor. France continues to reaffirm its promise 
to convert these reactors into energy saving sources, citing that the reduction of nuclear energy 
sources will soon be converted to more “diversified energy sources.”430 

On 29 July 2017, French Foreign Ministry spokesperson Agnès Romatet-Espagne delivered a 
statement to the press calling on the UN, European Union, and non-proliferation countries to place 
greater pressure on North Korea, as a result of North Korea’s nuclear ballistic program and nuclear 
launches. In her press statement, Romatet-Espagne stressed the need for the EU to take part in 
pressuring North Korea into joining the negotiation table, independent of the UN.431 

On 3 August 2017, France extended its no fly zone (NFZ) around North Korea, following North 
Korea’s intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM) testing. France already NFZ in place over North 
Korea. Ambassador Delattre made a statement condemning North Korea’s ICBM testing after the 
missile landed 100 kilometres from the path of an Air France airplane.432 Delattre reaffirmed the 
need for firm sanctions, including sanctions restricting exports of oil resources to Korea, sanctions 
against North Korean internationals within French borders, as well as sanctions restricting sea and air 
access. 

On 5 August 2017, Ambassador Delattre proclaimed North Korea a 4G threat to international 
security, Delattre described it as a “threat that is global, grave, given and growing.”433 France voted 
for UNSC resolution 2375, a full ban on North Korea’s economic sector. France intends for this 
resolution, to demonstrate that non-proliferation states are united under one goal of strengthening 
the non-proliferation regime. 
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On 3 September 2017, French President Emmanuel Macron condemned North Korea’s testing of its 
hydrogen bomb on the previous day. President Macron called for prompt response through 
multilateral sanctions by the international community and non-proliferation countries, in order to 
pressure North Korea into abiding by NPT.434 

On 4 September 2017, in an emergency Security Council meeting, Ambassador Delattre made a 
statement calling for firm multilateral sanctions led by the Security Council.435 Delattre stated that 
North Korea is becoming more of a threat to the future of the non-proliferation regime. It was at 
this meeting that Delattre declared North Korea’s actions as an urgent and pressing matter, a 
situation that is too late for compromise.436 

On 11 September 2017, Ambassador Delattre made a statement congratulating the UNSC’s adoption 
of resolution 2375, resulting in broader multilateral sanctions against North Korea, specifically 
economic and sectoral sanctions. It was at this meeting that Delattre proposed three requirements 
moving forward in dealing with North Korea’s negligence, three requirements being unity, firmness, 
and diplomacy.437 

On 21 September 2017, French Secretary of State to the Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs 
Jean-Baptiste Lemoyne delivered a speech to the Security Council reaffirming the importance of 
unity, firmness, and collective action in order to prompt North Korea towards negotiation and 
compromise. Lemoyne also highlighted the need to strengthen UN’s Proliferation Security Initiative, 
as well as strengthening export control regimes, reiterating France’s efforts towards collective non-
proliferation and promise to assist in its growth.438 

On 9 October 2017, France hosted the International Luxembourg Forum on Preventing Nuclear 
Catastrophe. The conference highlighted the possible danger of North Korea as a catalyst for nuclear 
war, deeming it a situation “worse than the Cold War.”439 Diplomats emphasized the need for a 
broader and stronger united non-proliferation action. The conference also called for firmer economic 
sanctions against North Korea.440 
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On 24 October 2017, Ambassador Delattre delivered a statement on the achievements of the United 
Nations towards compliance to the NPT. Delattre reaffirmed France’s commitment to the 
continuation of actions for non-proliferation in the face of increasing global crisis.441 

On 15 December 2017, Mr. François Delattre made a speech to the UNSC calling for firmer 
sanctions against North Korea. Delattre called for the execution of existing sanctions against North 
Korea, stating “everyone knows that the uneven implementation of sanctions seriously affects the 
effectiveness of our collective action.”442 

On 11 January 2018, Jean-Yves le Drian, France’s Foreign Minister, reaffirmed France’s commitment 
to non-proliferation by delivering a defense of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iran Nuclear 
Deal).443 

On 9 March 2018, Foreign Minister Le Drian sat for an interview with CNEWS about North Korea 
and its change of behavior in terms of ending the production and launching of long range missiles. 
He advised caution but also acceptance to North Korea’s decision to negotiate with South Korea and 
its willingness to discuss nuclear disarmament with NPT members.444 Le Drian was optimistic about 
North Korea’s decision to participate in the nuclear disarmament discussion, stating that “the 
sanctions against North Korea which were decided at international and European levels remain in 
place, but dialogue is resuming.”445 

France has fully complied with its commitment by implementing multilateral sanctions against North 
Korea and, as an EU member whose sanctions policy is conducted by the European Union, by 
encouraging the EU to pursue further sanctions independently. France also made efforts to comply 
with non-proliferation standards through declarations against nuclear proliferation and for 
disarmament. 

Thus, France receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Jamela Salman 

Germany:	+1	
Germany has fully complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

                                                        
441 Non-proliferation — Remarks to the press by Mr. François Delattre, Permanent Representative of France to the 
United Nations — Remarks in national capacity, Permanent Mission of France (New York) 25 October 2017. Access 
Date: 15 November 2017. https://onu.delegfrance.org/Non-proliferation-regimes-important-common-achievements. 
442 North Korea — Speech by Mr. François Delattre, Permanent Representative of France to the United Nations — 
Security Council, Permanent Mission of France (New York) 15 December 2017. Access Date: 20 January 2018. 
https://onu.delegfrance.org/North-Korea-main-focus-of-our-action-is-to-stand-firm.  
443 UK, Germany and France urge US not to tear up Iran nuclear deal, The Guardian (London) 11 January 2018. Access 
Date: 20 January 2018. https://www.theguardian.com/world/2018/jan/11/eu-and-iran-foreign-ministers-meet-in-
support-of-nuclear-deal. 
444 Excerpts from the interview given by M. Jean- Yves Le Drian, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, to CNEWS, 
France in the United States ( Washington D.C.) 9 March 2018. Access Date: 10 April 2018. 
https://franceintheus.org/spip.php?article8559.  
445 Excerpts from the interview given by M. Jean- Yves Le Drian, Minister for Europe and Foreign Affairs, to CNEWS, 
France in the United States (Washington D.C.) 9 March 2018. Access Date: 10 April 2018. 
https://franceintheus.org/spip.php?article8559. 



2017 G7 Taormina Summit Final Compliance Report 

G7 Research Group 
4 June 2018 

77 

On 3 September 2017, German Chancellor Angela Merkel called for the European Union to impose 
harsher sanctions against North Korea in response to the regime’s nuclear test on 2 September 
2017.446 

On 4 September 2017, German Spokesman Steffen Seibert stated that Merkel and South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in urged other states to “quickly decide on further and stricter sanctions”447 
against North Korea.448 

On 11 September 2017, Seibert stated that Merkel “was lobbying at international level for a further 
tightening of sanctions against North Korea.”449 Merkel was said to have also tried to influence 
leaders in Tokyo, Paris, Beijing, Washington DC and Russia to tighten sanctions.450 

On 21 September 2017, German Foreign Minister Gabriel co-hosted with the Japanese Foreign 
Minister a Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative Ministerial meeting in New York. 451 
Through this initiative, Germany is currently working to strengthen the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) by “[exploring] further collaboration, in keeping with 
relevant UN Security Council Resolutions, [and] address subsequent North Korean provocations.”452 

On 26 September 2017, a representative of Germany made a statement at the high-level plenary 
meeting of the Assembly stating that, Germany, since July 2017, has been involved in a “high-level 
preparatory group” with a goal of starting “early negotiations on an FMCT (Fissile Material Cut-Off 
Treaty).”453 According to the Arms Control Association, the FMCT, if adopted, “would prohibit the 
production of the two main components of nuclear weapons: highly-enriched uranium (HEU), and 
plutonium.”454 

On 12 October 2017, German Ambassador and the Permanent Representative of Germany to the 
United Nations Conference on Disarmament, Michael Biontino, stated, “we [United Nations 
members] need to redouble our efforts when it comes to strengthening the NPT in its three equally 
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important pillars.”455 He validated Germany’s commitment of the NPT by stating that Germany 
“would like to contribute [further work on the International Partnership for Nuclear Disarmament 
and Verification (IPNDV)] by focusing on practical measures. The IPNDV aims “to identify 
potential tools and technologies that will be needed to support future nuclear disarmament 
verification efforts.”456 He also stated, “[Germany] strongly supports Norway’s initiative which aims 
at establishing a GGE [group of government experts] on these issues.”457 Regarding the NPT pillar 
‘Peaceful Use of Nuclear Materials,’ he stated that “the peaceful use of nuclear energy must rest on 
the highest possible levels of nuclear safety and nuclear security.”458 

On 13 October 2017, Germany, in a joint statement with French and British leaders, stated that they 
continue to “stand committed to the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPoA) [also known as 
the Iran Nuclear Deal] and to its full implementation by all sides”459 to ensure Iran’s nuclear program 
is not being used for nuclear weapons.460 

On 16 October 2017, the European Union Foreign Affairs Council (including Germany) adopted 
new sanctions “to further increase the pressure on the DPRK to comply with its obligations”461 in 
response to North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs.462 These sanctions include a “total ban”463 on 
EU investment in all sectors in North Korea, a “total ban on the sale of refined petroleum products 
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and crude oil”464 to North Korea, and “lowering the amount of personal remittances transferred”465 
to North Korea from EUR 15,000 to EUR 5,000.466 

On 11 January 2018, Sigmar Gabriel, Germany’s foreign minister, reaffirmed Germany’s 
commitment to non-proliferation by delivering a defense of the JCPoA.467 

On 4 February 2018, former Foreign Minister Gabriel condemned the United States after it proposed 
upgrading and expanding its nuclear arsenal.468 This proposal was regarding US tensions with China 
and Russia surrounding potential nuclear weapon re-armament.469 Rather than agreeing with the US 
proposal, Gabriel said Germany would press “with its allies and partners” for further global 
disarmament and for "existing arms control treaties to be upheld unconditionally."470 

On 21 March 2018, German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas, referencing international tensions with 
Russia, stated that that there is danger of a new arms race in Europe due to security environment 
changes.471 Maas further reiterated Germany’s commitment to non-proliferation, stating it “must be 
put back at the very top of the agenda.”472 

On 16 April 2018, Jasper Wieck, Deputy Head of the German mission in India, stated that 
“Germany has strongly supported India in its efforts to become a member of the export control 
regimes just as we continue to strongly support India's membership in the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group.”473 Control regimes such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group, which include nuclear supplier 
countries, seek to add extra measures to ensure the non-proliferation of nuclear weapons.474 
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On 21 April 2018, Maas welcomed North Korea’s announcement to suspend nuclear tests.475 He 
further stated that “in order to enter into a serious political process towards the complete 
denuclearisation of North Korea, it is necessary for Pyongyang to follow this up with concrete steps 
and to disclose its entire nuclear and missile programme in a verifiable way.”476 

On 27 April 2018, Minister Maas made a statement in response to the inter-Korean summit and the 
potential peace agreement between North Korea and South Korea that was proposed during the 
summit. Although Maas welcomed the development between the two states, he reiterated Germany’s 
commitment to denuclearization and non-proliferation in North Korea. 477 He also stated that 
Germany supports a process of North Korea entering talks about its nuclear programs. However, 
with such talks, Maas stated that the goal must be to irreversibly denuclearize North Korea.478 

Germany has made an effort to adhere to the NPT and has made an effort to implement multilateral 
sanctions against North Korea. While Germany has not made an effort to implement unilateral 
sanctions against North Korea, the issue of sanctions is conducted by the European Union. 
Therefore, Germany’s push for the EU to engage in sanctions against North Korea would constitute 
unilateral sanctions. 

Thus, Germany receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Tyler Rae McMurdo	

Italy:	0	
Italy has partially complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

On 4 September 2017 Prime Minister Paolo Gentiloni and several other leaders part of the United 
Nations Security Council (UNSC) stated their commitment to push North Korea to comply with all 
resolutions set forth by the council.479 

On 11 September 2017, Italy supported multilateral sanctions through the UNSC, supporting 
resolution 2375 to sanction North Korea after the violation of the resolution established by the UN 
on 2 September 2017.480 

On 21 September 2017, Italian Foreign Minister Angelino Alfano reiterated Italy’s commitment 
towards championing the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) at the UNSC meeting on the non-
proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Minister Alfano stated that the NPT “has become a 
pillar of our collective security”481 such that “collective security cannot be guaranteed without non-
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proliferation.”482 Alfano also reiterated Italy’s condemnation of North Korea’s continuation of its 
nuclear and ballistic missile programs, and Italy’s support of the UNSC’s sanctions regime against 
North Korea.483 

On 1 October 2017 the Washington Post reported that Angelino Alfano, the Italian foreign minister, 
stated that the North Korean ambassador, Mun Jong Nam, must leave Italy due to North Korea’s 
progression with its nuclear program.484 Alfano emphasized this move was necessary to pressure 
North Korea into compliance with non-proliferation regulations.485 

On 26 October 2017, Pressenza reported that more than 200 members of Italian Parliament have 
promised to ratify the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) despite its 
membership with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization.486 

On 22 December 2017, Ambassador Inigo Lambertini, Deputy Permanent Representative of Italy to 
the UN, emphasized Italy’s unified stance on adopting further multilateral sanctions against North 
Korea. The ambassador also emphasized Italy’s commitment to a long-term peaceful solution while 
encouraging other UN members to introduce their own sanctions.487 

On 23 January 2018, Permanent Representative of Italy to the Conference on Disarmament 
Gianfranco Incarnato reiterated Italy’s commitment to disarmament and non-proliferation, stating 
that they remain “among the priorities of Italy’s foreign policy.”488 Ambassador Incarnato praised 
multilateralism and international cooperation as crucial necessities in the global effort to facilitate 
nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament.489 On the subject of North Korea, Incarnato stated that 
Italy strongly condemned the regime’s continuation of its nuclear and ballistic missile programs as a 
serious threat to both regional and international security.490 
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Italy has adhered to the NPT by taking an active role in exploring the possibility of ratifying the 
TPNW, and strongly condemning North Korea’s continued military provocations and its refusal to 
cease its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. By consistently supporting UNSC sanctions against 
North Korea, Italy has shown that it views multilateral cooperation as a key strategy towards global 
non-proliferation and disarmament. However, Italy has not introduced autonomous measures 
outside the UNSC’s sanction regime to help pressure North Korea into negotiating with the 
international community. 

Thus, Italy receives a score of 0.	

Analyst: Mariah Stewart 

Japan:	+1	
Japan has fully complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

From 1 to 2 June 2017, the Government of Japan held the Plenary Meeting of the Global Initiative 
to Combat Nuclear Terrorism in Tokyo. More than 200 representatives from 75 countries attended 
the meeting. In his keynote address, Japanese State Minister for Foreign Affairs Kentaro Sonoura 
strongly condemned provocations by North Korea, emphasized the need for capacity building and 
international cooperation to enhance nuclear security, and presented Japan’s efforts to strengthen 
measures against nuclear terrorism in view of the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. The 
aim of this meeting was to discuss new strategies to strengthen global efforts to combat nuclear 
terrorism.491 

On 25 August 2017, Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga announced that Japan will 
impose new unilateral sanctions against North Korea. Yoshihide Suga stated that these sanctions will 
freeze the Japanese assets of four Chinese companies and two Namibian companies, as well as one 
Chinese individual and another of an unknown nationality for their dealings with the North Korean 
government.492 

On 3 September 2017, Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe released a statement condemning North 
Korea’s testing of nuclear weapons. In his statement, Prime Minister Abe strongly condemned North 
Korea’s repeated provocations, including nuclear tests and ballistic missile launches, and urged North 
Korea to abandon its nuclear weapons and ballistic missile programs. Prime Minister Abe also stated 
that Japan will further strengthen collaboration with the international community, ensure the 
effectiveness of the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) Resolution 2371, and consider further 
measures against North Korea, including further action in the UNSC.493 

On 20 September 2017, the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons opened for signature at 
the United Nations headquarters in New York. Japan has not yet signed or ratified the treaty.494 

On 28 October 2017, the Japanese government submitted a draft resolution to the First Committee 
of the UN General Assembly, which handles disarmament and international security, titled “United 
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action with renewed determination towards the total elimination of nuclear weapons.”495 Japanese 
Foreign Minister Taro Kono stated that the draft resolution was intended to provide “a common 
ground which enables all states … to renew their commitment towards nuclear disarmament.”496 The 
draft resolution was adopted by 144 countries, including 77 co-sponsored countries that had nuclear-
weapon states like the United States and the United Kingdom giving their approval.497 

On 6 November 2017, Japan’s Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga announced another round of 
unilateral sanctions against North Korea as a result of its continued missile tests and persistence in 
developing its nuclear program. The sanctions will freeze the Japanese assets of nine organizations 
and 26 individuals with ties to the North Korean government.498 

On 15 December 2017, Chief Cabinet Secretary Suga announced that the Japanese government will 
impose new unilateral sanctions in the form of asset freezes against 19 North Korean entities and 
individuals in response to North Korea’s provocative missile tests and its persistence in developing 
its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. The blacklist includes businesses such as “banks, coal and 
mineral traders, and transport firms,”499 bringing the total number of organizations and people linked 
to North Korea whose assets have been frozen by the Japanese government to 211.500 Secretary Suga 
stated that Japan faces a “pressing threat unseen before” 501 after North Korea launched two 
intercontinental ballistic missiles over its territory in September and November, and that the new 
round of unilateral sanctions is intended to “further increase pressure”502 on North Korea to return 
to the negotiating table.503 

On 31 January 2018, Japan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs hosted the 14th Asia Senior-Level Talks on 
Non-Proliferation (ASTOP) in Tokyo. The meeting brought together senior government officials in 
charge of non-proliferation policies from China, India, the US, South Korea, Canada, France, New 
Zealand, Japan, and the members of the Association of South East Asian Nations.504 The discussions 
centered on North Korea’s nuclear and ballistic missile programs, the importance in fully 
implementing relevant UNSC resolutions directed against North Korea, and ways to strengthen 
counter-proliferation efforts that included “country-specific measures in export control and 
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cooperation in capacity building.”505 Japan has been hosting the ASTOP since 2003 for the purposes 
of bringing senior government officials from around the world together to discuss non-proliferation 
efforts in Asia.506 

On 22 April 2018, reacting to North Korea’s suspension of nuclear and long-range missile tests and 
the shutdown of its principal nuclear test site, Prime Minister Shinzo Abe stated that he “welcome[s] 
these positive moves,” but “wonder[s] if this will lead to the complete, verifiable and irreversible 
dismantlement of its nuclear arsenal.”507 Japanese Defense Minister Itsuniori Onodera also implied 
that more action towards denuclearization was needed.508 

On 24 April 2018, Foreign Minister Kono attended the Second Session of the Preparatory 
Committee for the 2020 Review Conference of the Treaty on the Non-proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons (NPT) in Geneva to deliver a speech on the importance of the treaty as “a cornerstone of 
international nuclear disarmament and non-proliferation.” 509  He stated that “maintaining and 
strengthening the NPT will be [at] the core of Japan’s efforts,”510 and urged all states to stand united 
in contributing towards the maintenance and strengthening of the NPT.511 Minister Kono also met 
with the heads of states of the Non-Proliferation and Disarmament Initiative (NPDI), “a ministerial-
level group of states within the framework of the Nonproliferation Treaty,”512 where he exchanged 
views with NPDI members on the importance of continuing to strengthen the NPT through various 
approaches.513 

Japan has adhered to the NPT by actively promoting international dialogue on nuclear disarmament 
and non-proliferation through public consultations and leading multilateral communication on 
nuclear terrorism prevention. Japan has also imposed multiple rounds of unilateral and multilateral 
sanctions against North Korea. 

Thus, Japan receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Bryan Roh and Elie Atieh 
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United	Kingdom:	0	
The United Kingdom has partially complied with its on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

On 8 July 2017, the UK Foreign and Commonwealth Office released a statement that the UK will 
not be signing the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons (TPNW) because the treaty “risks 
undermining and weakening” the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT)514 and 
highlighted the importance of upholding and strengthening the treaty. It was further stated that the 
UK “firmly believes that the best way to achieve a world without nuclear weapons is through gradual 
multilateral disarmament negotiated using a step-by-step approach, within existing international 
frameworks,”515 and that the UK will “continue to work with partners across the international 
community to press for key steps towards multilateral disarmament, including the entry into force of 
the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty, and successful negotiations on a Fissile Material Cut-
Off Treaty in the Conference on Disarmament.”516 

On 29 August 2017 Prime Minister Theresa May stated that the UK stood “shoulder to shoulder”517 
with Japan in facing North Korean aggression. She discussed the possibility of new sanctions against 
North Korea with Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe and stressed the importance of the “show of 
unity”518 at the United Nations Security Council.519 

On 22 September 2017, Mark Field, the Minister of State for Asia and the Pacific, called for all 
countries to “continue to press North Korea to respect UN’s resolutions and to change its reckless 
course.”520 He emphasized that the NPT “sits at heart”521 of UK’s nonproliferation effort, and stated 
that the UK does not believe the recent treaty of banning nuclear weapons is helpful as it creates 
unnecessary divisions and undermines the NPT.522 
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On 16 October 2017, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs Boris Johnson stated that the UK has 
“secured a set of stringent new sanctions”523 to be placed on North Korea. He declared that North 
Korea perpetrated “unacceptable threats,” 524  and stated “maximising diplomatic and economic 
pressure on North Korea is the most effective way to pressure Pyongyang to halt its illegal and 
aggressive actions.”525 

On 8 December 2017, the UK’s Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy published 
the impact assessment of the Nuclear Safeguards Bill. The bill is part of the UK’s Office for Nuclear 
Regulation’s “ongoing constructive engagement”526 with the department to develop a domestic 
nuclear safeguards regime as part of the UK’s exit from the European Atomic Energy Community 
(Euratom). The impact assessment stated that the arrangements “form an essential part of the global 
nuclear non-proliferation regime, to which the UK is committed. [The UK’s] future arrangements 
will need to be robust and as comprehensive as the current Euratom regime … to support the UK’s 
ongoing commitment to the global non-proliferation regime” 527  and to strengthen the UK’s 
international reputation as a non-proliferation leader.528 

On 11 January 2018, Foreign Minister Boris Johnson reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to non-
proliferation by delivering a defence of the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iran Nuclear 
Deal).529 

On 18 January 2018, Minister Field, speaking at the United Nations Security Council (UNSC), 
emphasized the importance of collaboration in working towards non-proliferation, specifically 
addressing the cases of Iran, North Korea, and Syria.530 He stated that “the UK remains committed 
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to a world without nuclear weapons,”531 and highlighted the UK’s approach of “gradual multilateral 
disarmament, negotiated step-by-step, within existing frameworks”532 in achieving this goal.533 

On 27 April 2018, Foreign Minister Johnson welcomed the progress made towards North Korea’s 
denuclearization at the inter-Korean summit. He stated that the UK will “continue to work with our 
international partners to strictly enforce existing sanctions”534 until North Korea takes “concrete 
steps”535 towards denuclearization.536 

The UK has made an effort to adhere to the NPT and to implement multilateral sanctions against 
North Korea. It has not made an effort to implement unilateral sanctions against North Korea. 

Thus, the UK receives a score of 0. 

Analyst: Bonnie Li	

United	States:	+1	
The United States has fully complied with its commitment on nonproliferation and disarmament. 

On 20 August 2017, President Donald Trump stated threats of force against North Korea by writing 
on Twitter that the “U.S. military solutions are now fully in place, [and that North Korea] will not get 
away with what [it is] doing.”537 Trump then told reporters that the state would “truly regret it”538 if it 
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attacks Guam or the United States with nuclear weapons. Trump also stated his plans to meet with 
Chinese President Xi Jinping about the state’s role in containing North Korea’s nuclear ambitions.539 

On 6 September 2017, the United States demanded that the United Nations Security Council (UNSC) 
“impose an oil embargo on North Korea, ban its exports of textiles and the hiring of North Korean 
laborers abroad, and to subject leader Kim Jong Un to an asset freeze and travel ban”540 in a draft 
UNSC resolution. The ban also aims to ultimately reduce the state’s USD 3 billion annual export 
revenue by a third.541 

On 21 September 2017, US Secretary of State Rex W. Tillerson made remarks at the UNSC Session 
on Nuclear Non-Proliferation that included the strong advocacy against the use of nuclear weapons 
and the role of the US in leading as an example of non-proliferation. He stated that “signing treaties 
and passing resolutions is not enough [for non-proliferation],”542 and that rather the means of 
stopping nuclear proliferation are instead through exercises of “other levels of power, whether 
diplomatic, economic, digital, moral, or, if necessary, military.”543 Tillerson presented a point which 
emphasized the commitment of states to “sound nuclear security practices and robust and effective 
non-proliferation efforts.”544 

On 21 September 2017, President Trump commanded the broadening of US sanctions on North 
Korea which will include excluding the state out of the international banking system and targeting its 
major industries and shipping. During a meeting with President Moon Jae-in of South Korea and 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan, Trump stated that “North Korea’s nuclear weapons and nuclear 
development [are] a grave threat to peace and security in our world, and it is unacceptable that others 
financially support this criminal, rogue regime.”545 

On 24 October 2017, the US held a Nonproliferation Working Group meeting with Ukraine. The 
meeting, which occurs regularly, serves to promote bilateral cooperation between the states by 
speaking on the threats of proliferation weapons of mass destruction. During the meeting, experts 
from both states addressed a slew of nonproliferation, counterproliferation, and strategic control 
challenges by which the states can most adequately address such challenges. Emphasis was put on 
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promoting “effective and robust implementation of strategic trade controls and all relevant UN 
Security Council Resolutions.”546 

On 26 October 2017, the US Department of the Treasury’s Office of Foreign Assets Control (OFAC) 
announced sanctions against seven individuals and three entities with ties to the DPRK regime.547 
The sanctions aim to freeze “any property or interest in property of those designated by OFAC 
within US jurisdiction”548 and prohibit US citizens from being involved in transactions with “any of 
[the] sanctioned persons [and groups].”549 The Treasury Department stated that the sanctions were a 
response to the US State Department’s “Report on Serious Human Rights Abuses and Censorship in 
North Korea.”550 

On 9 November 2017, the United States and China held a nuclear smuggling consultation in 
Shanghai so as to reacknowledge their commitments to countering nuclear terrorism. The meeting 
included an agreement to “enhance their cooperation to promote international best practices and 
build capabilities to counter nuclear smuggling.”551 

On 15 December 2016, the US and Singapore held an annual Counterproliferation Dialogue in 
Singapore aimed to continue the bilateral cooperation of the states in addressing threats of 
“proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, their means of deliver, and sensitive dual-use 
technologies.”552 Discussion included counterproliferation and “strategic trade control challenges, 
and to identify avenues to best address those challenges.”553 

On 30 January 2018, President Trump announced in the State of the Union Address that the US 
“must modernize and rebuild [its] nuclear arsenal … making it so strong and so powerful that it will 
deter any acts of aggression.”554 

On 2 February 2018, the Pentagon released its new nuclear policy calling for the enlargement of the 
US nuclear arsenal.555 In the Nuclear Posture Review, the Trump administration’s recommendations 
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include increasing “low-yield”556 nuclear weapons as well as deploying them on “submarine-launched 
intercontinental ballistic missiles.”557 

On 8 May 2018, President Trump announced that the US will withdraw from the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of Action, also known as the Iran Nuclear Deal.558 The plan is a multinational 
accord that was reached in 2015 by Iran, the US, the UK, France, China, Russia, Germany, and the 
EU in order to “significantly limit Tehran’s nuclear ability for more than a decade in return for lifting 
international oil and financial sanctions.”559 The US now aims to reimpose the sanctions it had placed 
on Iran prior to the deal’s 2015 inception and is considering imposing new economic penalties. The 
US withdrawal from the Iran Nuclear Deal has met with heavy criticism from the rest of the 
signatories.560 

The United States has taken a leading role in implementing both unilateral and multilateral sanctions 
aimed at pressuring North Korea into ceasing its nuclear and ballistic missile programs. It has also 
partially adhered to the Treaty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons (NPT) by actively 
condemning North Korea’s provocative actions and promoting international dialogue in support of 
nuclear non-proliferation and disarmament. 

Thus, the United States receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Hivda Ates 

European	Union:	+1	
The European Union has fully complied with its commitment on non-proliferation and disarmament. 

On 10 August 2017, the EU Council added a further 13 names to its sanctions list.561 This included 
nine individuals and four organizations, bringing the total number of persons under restrictive 
measures due to suspected relations with North Korea to 62 persons and 50 entities. In accordance 
with a United Nations Security Council (UNSC) decision, these names were subjected to asset 
freezes and travel restrictions. In addition to these, the EU has independently imposed restrictive 
measures on 38 other persons and five other entities.562 
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On 14 September 2017, the EU Council strengthened its stance by implementing the additional 
sanctions included in the UNSC Resolution 2375 (11 September 2017).563 The new resolution 
reinforced and strengthened the existing sanctions employed in Resolution 2371. These new 
measures targeted North Korea’s main exports, embargoing all exports of coal iron, iron ore, seafood, 
lead, and lead ore.564 

On 20 September 2017, before the UN General Assembly, the EU released a statement re-affirming 
that it will stand by its multilateral approach towards Iran and North Korea, additionally expressing 
support for disarmament and non-proliferation, with particular focus given to Iran and North 
Korea.565 

On 16 October 2017, the EU council increased its pressure on North Korea after continued 
violation of the UN resolutions.566 This included, but not limited to, “a total ban on EU investment 
in the DPRK in all sectors”567 as opposed to a previous ban in only certain sectors. Moreover, sale of 
petroleum products was also subjected to a total ban and personal remittances to and from North 
Korea were also lowered.568 

On 11 January 2018, Federica Mogherini, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and 
Security Policy, reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to non-proliferation by delivering a defense of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (Iran Nuclear Deal).569 

On 13 March 2018, High Representative Mogherini reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to restrictive 
sanctions against North Korea at the European Parliament plenary session. In the speech, Mogherini 
declared that the EU’s intentions have always been towards “a full, irreversible and verifiable 
denuclearisation of the Korean peninsula.”570 She stressed that the EU has been working with third 
countries to enforce the full implementation of UNSC resolutions to maintain direct and indirect 
pressure on North Korea. Furthermore, she announced that the Foreign Affairs Council will meet 
with South Korean Foreign Minister Kang Kyuang-wha to discuss peace prospects for the region.571 
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On 25 April 2018, the Preparatory Committee for the 2020 Review Conference met to discuss issues 
regarding NPT for Cluster I. During the meeting, EU member states reiterated their commitment 
towards nuclear disarmament with a particular emphasis towards “the overall reduction in global 
stockpile of nuclear weapons.”572 In addition, the EU called for preservation of the Intermediate-
Range Nuclear Forces Treaty, and for the US and Russia to continue talks to ensure compliance, in 
light of the newly upgraded Russian missile system. The committee requested the two countries to 
show increased transparency in reporting their nuclear weapons reserve.573 

The European Union’s actions demonstrate that it has shown compliance towards non-proliferation 
and nuclear disarmament by imposing unilateral and multilateral sanctions against North Korea. It 
has additionally made efforts to adhere to the Non-Proliferation Treaty by expressing support for 
disarmament and non-proliferation. 

Thus, the European Union receives a score of +1. 

Analyst: Srijan Sahu 
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