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1. Trade: Trade Deals [8] 
Commitment: 
“[We will break down barriers to trade at home and abroad by] concluding a set of ambitious 
trade deals.” 

2013 G8 Lough Erne Declaration 

Assessment: 
Country Lack of Compliance Work in Progress Full Compliance  
Canada   +1 
France  0  
Germany   +1 
Italy  0  
Japan  0  
Russia   +1 
United Kingdom   0  
United States   0  
European Union   +1 
Average Score +0.44 

Background: 
G8 leaders described trade and investment as “key engines of global economic growth, job 
creation and sustainable development.”1 Globalization has radically transformed the nature of 
international trade, with almost 60 per cent of trade in goods in components.2 Goods are 
increasingly being produced internationally through complex supply chains that use components 
from a variety of countries in production. Moreover, trade in services accounts for a growing 
proportion of the global economy and is increasingly tied to trade in goods. 

This current economic landscape provides context for the G8 leaders’ commitment to drive 
forward free trade “based on a fair, strong rules-based trading system, protecting and promoting 
interests, and deepening economic integration.”3 Thus, the G8 pledged to take action in order to 
further the potential of trade and investment to boost growth, jobs and sustainable development. 
They further agreed to refrain from and restrict protectionist measures, while calling on others to 
do the same. 

During the 2013 Lough Erne Summit, the G8 leaders restated their support for the central role of 
the World Trade Organization (WTO) in reducing barriers to trade, resisting protectionist 
economic policies, establishing global trade standards, and ensuring enforcement to support a 
level playing field in world trade.4 The G8 leaders stressed that streamlining bureaucracy at 
borders would cut the costs of trade. They reiterated their intent to reach agreement at the 9th 

                                                        
1 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
2 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
3 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
4 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
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WTO Ministerial Conference in Bali in December 2012 on a package that focuses on Trade 
Facilitation. 

The G8 pledged to provide, within their current Aid for Trade commitments, “substantial 
technical assistance and capacity building to help implement a WTO Trade Facilitation deal, in 
particular to the benefit of the Least Developed Countries.”5 Furthermore, the G8 welcomed the 
trade and economic integration of Russia with some countries in the region, which was to be 
pursued in line with World Trade Organization (WTO) principles. The G8 reiterated their 
commitment to strengthening the multilateral trading system and securing a WTO deal in 
December that aimed to cut bureaucracy in order to more efficiently facilitate the transport of 
goods across borders. The G8 pledged to keep their promise to help developing countries slash 
barriers to trade that impede growth.6 

Commitment Features: 
The G8 welcomed the launch of negotiations for an EU-U.S. trade agreement, the progress made 
towards the Trans Pacific Partnership, the launch of the EU-Japan trade agreement negotiations, 
and the completion of the EU-Canada trade agreement. The G8 stated their goal to finalize all of 
the aforementioned deals as soon as possible.7 

The G8 leaders demonstrated their commitment to open markets by pledging to conclude 
ambitious and genuinely liberalizing bilateral, regional, and multilateral agreements. These 
agreements were designed to address a wide variety of trade issues, as well as “tariff reductions, 
including behind-the-border barriers, rules, and regulatory coherence and better alignment of 
standards, all of which are central to unleashing the full potential of trade.”8 These deals were 
designed to be consistent with and supportive of the WTO framework by serving as a foundation 
for future multilateral agreements in the WTO, which remain the most effective means of 
reducing international trade barriers.9 

Scoring Guidelines: 

-1 G8 member does not make any effort to break down barriers, either by implementing 
new policy or opening trade negotiations. 

0 
G8 member implements policies that facilitate trade BUT does not significantly advance 
in negotiations nor conclude negotiations of a bilateral, regional or multilateral trade 
deal. 

+1 G8 member significantly advances in negotiations or concludes negotiations of a 
bilateral, regional or multilateral trade deal. 

Lead Analyst: Derakhshan Qurban-Ali 

                                                        
5 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
6 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
7 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
8 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
9 G8 Lough Erne Leaders Communiqué, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 18 June 2013. Date of Access: 2 
December 2013. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2013lougherne/lough-erne-communique.html. 
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Canada: +1 
Canada has fully complied with its commitment to break down barriers to trade at home and 
abroad by concluding a set of ambitious trade deals, liberalizing trade laws, and facilitating trade 
through other mediums, such as the WTO. 

On 25 July 2013, the 18th round of Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) negotiations concluded in 
Malaysia.10 

On 20 August 2013, Canadian Minister of International Trade Ed Fast noted that the recently 
created Canada-ASEAN Business Council (CABC) is working to improve trade and investment 
ties between Canada and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).11 

On 25 August 2013, the Canadian government announced that the first meeting of the Canada-
Kuwait Joint Committee on Trade and Investment Co-operation will be held this fall.12 

On 26 August 2013, Canadian and Turkish governments announced their intentions to create a 
joint economic and trade committee. During the meeting between Minister Fast and the Turkish 
Minister of Economy, Zafer Çağlayan, they also expressed support for the conclusion of 
exploratory talks toward an ambitious and comprehensive free trade agreement.13 

The 19th round of TPP negotiations took place in Bandar Seri Begawan, Brunei, from August 22 
to 30, 2013.14 

On 17 September 2013, the Canadian government announced the conclusion of negotiations on a 
foreign investment promotion and protection agreement (FIPA) between Canada and Serbia.15 

On 19 September 2013, Canada announced it will participate in several meetings related to the 
TPP negotiations, including a meeting of senior negotiators in Washington DC.16 

                                                        
10 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Advances Canada’s Priorities in 
Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations.” Harper Government Advances Canada’s Priorities in Trans-
Pacific Partnership Negotiations. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/07/25a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 7, 2014) 
11 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Continues to Deepen Canada’s 
Economic Ties in Southeast Asia.” Harper Government Continues to Deepen Canada’s Economic Ties in 
Southeast Asia. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/08/20a.aspx?lang=eng  
12 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada Deepens Commercial Ties with Kuwait.” Canada 
Deepens Commercial Ties with Kuwait. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/08/25a.aspx?lang=eng  
13 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada and Turkey Commit to Working Toward 
Increased Trade and Investment.” Canada and Turkey Commit to Working Toward Increased Trade and 
Investment. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/08/27a.aspx?lang=eng  
14 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Trans-Pacific Partnership Members Advance 
Negotiations in Brunei.” Trans-Pacific Partnership Members Advance Negotiations in Brunei. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/08/30a.aspx?lang=eng  
15 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement 
with Serbia.” Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement with Serbia. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/09/17a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
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The latest round of negotiations for a trade in services agreement took place in Geneva, 
Switzerland, from September 16 to 20, 2013, with 23 WTO members including Canada 
participating.17 

On 26 September 2013, Canadian Minister of International Development and La Francophonie 
Christian Paradis announced the conclusion of negotiations on a FIPA between Canada and Côte 
d’Ivoire.18 

On 26 September 2013, Minister Fast met with U.S. Secretary of Commerce Penny Pritzker in 
Washington DC for their first ever meeting. Minister Fast and Secretary Pritzker committed to 
strong bilateral cooperation regarding the Beyond the Border and Regulatory Cooperation 
Council Action Plans. These two initiatives focus on enhancing the two countries’ mutual 
security, prosperity and economic competitiveness by increasing regulatory alignment and 
efficiency at the border.19 

On 30 September 2013, Minister Fast announced that Canada’s expanded free trade agreement 
with Chile is in effect.20 

On 1 October 2013, the Canadian and Emirati governments launched the Canada-United Arab 
Emirates Business Council (CUBC) with its first meeting in Montreal.21 

On 9 October 2013, the Canadian Government announced the launching of the first meeting of 
the Canada-ASEAN (Association of Southeast Asian Nations) Business Forum in Singapore. The 
Business Forum is a major initiative of the Canada-ASEAN Business Council (CABC).22 

                                                                                                                                                                     
16 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations Continue in 
Washington, D.C..” Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations Continue in Washington, D.C.. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/09/19a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014) 
17 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Minister Fast Marks Conclusion of Latest Round on 
Trade in Services Agreement Negotiations.” Minister Fast Marks Conclusion of Latest Round on Trade in 
Services Agreement Negotiations. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/09/20a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 8, 2014).  
18 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada Concludes Investment Agreement with Côte 
d’Ivoire.” Canada Concludes Investment Agreement with Côte d’Ivoire. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/09/26a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014) 
19 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Minister Fast Travels to U.S. Capital to Advance 
Canadian Interests.” Minister Fast Travels to U.S. Capital to Advance Canadian Interests. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/09/26d.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
20 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Expands and Modernizes Free Trade 
Agreement with Chile.” Harper Government Expands and Modernizes Free Trade Agreement with Chile. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/09/30a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
21 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Minister Ed Fast Announces Canadian Members of 
Canada-United Arab Emirates Business Council.” Minister Ed Fast Announces Canadian Members of 
Canada-United Arab Emirates Business Council. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/10/01a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 8, 2014). 
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On 18 October 2013, an announcement was released regarding successful conclusion of 
negotiations for a Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA) between the 
European Union and Canada. The Canada-EU CETA addresses a wide range of issues, including 
improved access for goods and services; greater certainty, transparency and protection of 
investments; enhanced cooperation in areas of mutual interest, such as regulatory development 
and labour mobility; and new opportunities in procurement markets.23 

On 31 October 2013, Minister Fast told business leaders attending the energy security panel at the 
Toronto Global Forum that the Canada-European Union trade agreement will contribute to global 
energy security. “Lowering trade barriers, opening our economy to foreign investment and 
investing in infrastructure all contribute to making Canada’s energy production more available to 
our trading partners,” said Minister Fast.24 

On 1 November, the Canadian government announced that Canada has ratified the Convention on 
the Settlement of Investment Disputes between States and Nationals of Other States, known as 
the ICSID Convention. Canadian investors will have access to an impartial, less expensive and 
more effective dispute-resolution mechanism to resolve investment disputes with host states.25 

On 5 November 2013, Minister Fast and José Adonis Lavaire, Minister of Industry and 
Commerce for Honduras, signed the Canada-Honduras Free Trade Agreement.26 

On 8 November 2013, the Canadian government concluded the latest round of negotiations in 
Geneva for a trade in services agreement, which aims to open new markets and create a more 
predictable and stable environment for Canadian providers of services.27 

                                                                                                                                                                     
22 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Minister Fast Launches First Canada-ASEAN Business 
Forum.” Minister Fast Launches First Canada-ASEAN Business Forum. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/10/09a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
23 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Declaration by the President of the European 
Commission and the Prime Minister of Canada “A new era in EU-Canada relations”.” Declaration by the 
President of the European Commission and the Prime Minister of Canada. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/10/18a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
24 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada’s Pro-Trade Plan Contributes to Global Energy 
Security.” Canada’s Pro-Trade Plan Contributes to Global Energy Security. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/10/31a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
25 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada Ratifies Important International Treaty on 
Investment Disputes.” Canada Ratifies Important International Treaty on Investment Disputes. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/11/01a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
26 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Minister Fast Signs Canada-Honduras Free Trade 
Agreement as Canada Secures Full Market Access for Beef and Pork.” Minister Fast Signs Canada-
Honduras Free Trade Agreement as Canada Secures Full Market Access for Beef and Pork. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/11/05a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
27 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development. “Latest Round of Negotiations Concludes on Trade in Services 
Agreement.” Latest Round of Negotiations Concludes on Trade in Services Agreement. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/11/08a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
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On 27 November 2013, Minister Fast unveiled a new trade plan through a report, entitled the 
“Global Markets Action Plan: The Blueprint for Creating Jobs and Opportunities for Canadians 
Through Trade” during a speech to the Economic Club of Canada in Ottawa.28 

On 27 November 2013, Canadian government announced that Canada and Albania concluded 
negotiations on a FIPA.29 

On 3 December 2013, Canada announced it has ratified the modernized WTO Agreement on 
Government Procurement (GPA). The announcement was made in Bali, Indonesia, during the 
ninth WTO Ministerial Conference.30 

On 5 December 2013, Canadian government announced the conclusion of negotiations on a FIPA 
between Canada and Guinea.31 

On 5 December 2013, Canadian government announced that the FIPA between Canada and 
Tanzania will come into force in the coming days.32 

On 6 December 2013, Minister Fast concluded his participation at the World Trade 
Organization’s Ninth Ministerial Conference in Bali, Indonesia, by welcoming progress that will 
re-establish the WTO as an organization that advances trade liberalization around the world. 

A new trade facilitation agreement (TFA) will reduce border transaction costs for Canadians 
doing business abroad by up to nine percent. The TFA will introduce binding rules for all WTO 
members on how goods are handled at borders to reduce bureaucracy and delays.33 

On 10 December 2013, Minister Fast highlighted progress made at a successful meeting with 
trade ministers from the countries of the TPP. The TPP ministerial meeting was held in 

                                                        
28 Reuters. “Harper Government Launches New International Trade Plan.” Reuters. 
http://www.reuters.com/article/2013/11/27/idUSnCCN7dNjdQ+1c9+MKW20131127 (accessed January 8, 
2014). 
29 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement 
with Albania.” Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement with Albania. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/11/27b.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
30 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada Ratifies Revised WTO Government Procurement 
Agreement.” Canada Ratifies Revised WTO Government Procurement Agreement. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/12/03a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
31 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement 
with Guinea.” Harper Government Concludes Investment Agreement with Guinea. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/12/05a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
32 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Announces Entry into Force of 
Investment Agreement with Tanzania.” Harper Government Announces Entry into Force of Investment 
Agreement with Tanzania. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/12/05b.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 8, 2014). 
33 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Canada Welcomes Progress at WTO.” Canada Welcomes 
Progress at WTO. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/12/06b.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 8, 2014). 
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Singapore. Ministers identified potential outcomes for key outstanding areas of the text and 
agreeing to continue work to conclude market access negotiations.34 

On 12 December 2013, the Canadian government announced that Canada and Moldova 
concluded negotiations toward a FIPA.35 

On 30 December 2013, Minister Fast looked at accomplishments of the past year which include 
reaching a historic Canada-European Union trade agreement, bringing into force or signing free 
trade agreements with three priority countries and concluding or bringing into force a record 10 
FIPAs.36 

Canada has fully complied with its commitment by breaking down barriers to trade at home and 
abroad by concluding a set of ambitious trade deals, liberalizing trade laws, and facilitating trade 
through other mediums, such as the WTO. Thus, it receives a score of +1. 

Analyst:  

France: 0 
France has partially complied with its commitment in facilitating trade by breaking down some 
trade barriers while maintaining others. 

France has consistently sustained its aid towards the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trust 
Funds. On 29 November 2013 France donated EUR 500,000 to the WTO, which will be put 
towards technical assistance programs for developing countries.37 An additional EUR 500,000 
will be allocated to internship programs to build expertise in trade policy for weak and 
transitioning economies.38 France has contributed EUR 10.077 million to the WTO Trust Funds 
since 2010.39 These contributions will ultimately increase the negotiating capacity of weaker 
economies in trade deals. 

                                                        
34 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations Continue in 
Singapore.” Trans-Pacific Partnership Negotiations Continue in Singapore. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/12/10c.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
35 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Concludes Investment Treaty with 
Moldova.” Harper Government Concludes Investment Treaty with Moldova. 
http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-communiques/2013/12/12d.aspx?lang=eng (accessed 
January 8, 2014). 
36 Foreign Affairs, Trade, Development Canada. “Harper Government Records Most Successful Year for 
Trade and Investment in Canadian History.” Harper Government Records Most Successful Year for Trade 
and Investment in Canadian History. http://www.international.gc.ca/media/comm/news-
communiques/2013/12/30a.aspx?lang=eng (accessed January 8, 2014). 
37 France Donates EUR 1,000,000 to Strengthen Negotiating Capacity of Developing Countries, World 
Trade Organization 29 November 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres13_e/pr706_e.htm  
38 France Donates EUR1,000,000 to Strengthen Negotiating Capacity of Developing Countries, World 
Trade Organization 29 November 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres13_e/pr706_e.htm 
39 France Donates EUR1,000,000 to Strengthen Negotiating Capacity of Developing Countries, World 
Trade Organization 29 November 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. 
http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/pres13_e/pr706_e.htm  
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France has intensified trade with Russia in compliance with its commitment. France is currently 
the 2nd largest European exporter to Russia reaching EUR 9.1 billion in exports in 2012.40 The 
20th French-Russian Economic Financial and Trade Council held on 30 September 2013 
culminated in agreements of greater cooperation in the fields of agriculture, health and 
pharmaceuticals and railway transport between the two powers.41 Minister of Foreign Trade 
Nicole Bricq welcomed greater Russian investment in France and highlighted the achievements 
they already made in the aerospace industry.42 Further development in high tech industries is 
expected in the future.43 She stated, “The Russian market is difficult to access” and thus launched 
the “Health Club” in an effort to break down barriers for small and medium-sized enterprises 
engaged in the biotechnology and pharmaceutical industries.44 

France has had an equivocal position towards free trade. Foreign Trade Minister Nicole Bricq 
suggested that under the current context of the accord, the free trade agreement between the EU 
and Canada signed on 18 October 2013 would be beneficial for France.45 Conversely, France 
maintained its protectionist stance by vetoing inclusion of film and music industries, and laid out 
strict rules on agriculture in the talks meant to further the EU transatlantic trade pact.46 

France’s steps to improve bilateral trade with Russia and its continued aid to developing nations 
via the WTO are in compliance with its commitments. However, its stance in hindering progress 
with respect to the EU transatlantic trade pact has resulted in France being awarded a score of 0 
for partial compliance. France will need to break down these barriers in order to achieve full 
compliance. 

Analyst: Araf Khaled 

Germany: +1 
Germany has partially complied with its commitment to break down barriers to trade at home and 
abroad by making progress towards concluding a set of ambitious trade deals and facilitating 
trade through other mediums, such as the World Trade Organization. 

                                                        
40 20e Conseil Économique, Financier et Commercial Franco-Russe, Le Portail du Ministère du Commerce 
Extérieure 2 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.commerce-
exterieur.gouv.fr/20e-conseil-economique-financier-et-commercial-franco-russe  
41 20e Conseil Économique, Financier et Commercial Franco-Russe, Le Portail du Ministère du Commerce 
Extérieure 2 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.commerce-
exterieur.gouv.fr/20e-conseil-economique-financier-et-commercial-franco-russe 
42 20e Conseil Économique, Financier et Commercial Franco-Russe, Le Portail du Ministère du Commerce 
Extérieure 2 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.commerce-
exterieur.gouv.fr/20e-conseil-economique-financier-et-commercial-franco-russe 
43 20e Conseil Économique, Financier et Commercial Franco-Russe, Le Portail du Ministère du Commerce 
Extérieure 2 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.commerce-
exterieur.gouv.fr/20e-conseil-economique-financier-et-commercial-franco-russe 
44 Lancement du « club Santé » Russie afin d’aider les PME Françaises sur le Marché Russe, Le Portail du 
Ministère du Commerce Extérieure 3 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. 
http://www.commerce-exterieur.gouv.fr/lancement-du-club-sante-russie  
45 L’Union Européenne et le Canada ont Conclu un Accord de Libre-Échange, Le Portail du Ministère du 
Commerce Extérieure 22 October 2013. Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.commerce-
exterieur.gouv.fr/union-europeenne-canada-accord-libre-echange 
46 France Maintains Hard Line on EU Transatlantic Trade Talks, Financial Times (Paris) 20 October 2013. 
Date of Access: 23 December 2013. http://www.ft.com/intl/cms/s/0/5e39ef26-3709-11e3-b42e-
00144feab7de.html#axzz2oGiriqRd  
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Germany participated in the signing and conclusion of the Bali Package in December 2013.47 The 
Federal Minister of Economics and Technology, Anne Ruth Harkes stated that Germany remains 
a “firm advocate of a successful multilateral trade system” and has as a goal to give “a fresh boost 
to the global trading system” through the Ninth WTO Ministerial Conference and the subsequent 
agreement.48 The Bali package is designed to “streamline trade, allow developing countries more 
options for providing food security, boost least developed countries’ trade and help development 
more generally.”49 This agreement could also boost the German economy by EUR 60 billion 
every year.50 

As part of the European Union, Germany has also started trade talks with the United States. The 
comprehensive Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership (TTIP) between the two partners 
is a “high priority” for Chancellor Angela Merkel despite diplomatic difficulties caused by an 
eavesdropping scandal.51 Free Trade talks between the European Union and Japan have also 
begun and shown progress.52 A deal with Canada has been signed and is pending approval by the 
Canadian Parliament and the national governments of the European Union, including Germany.53 

Germany has shown positive developments regarding substantial trade agreements, especially 
regarding the WTO’s Bali Package. However there is still a way to go for most other substantial 
trade agreements to come to completion. As a result, Germany has received a score of 0 for 
partial compliance to its commitment. 

Analyst: Kevin Parra Duque 

Italy: 0 
Italy has partially complied with its commitment and has begun to break down barriers to trade at 
home and abroad, demonstrates resolve in concluding the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) between the EU and the U.S., as well as an EU-Japan free trade agreement. 
Italy also participated in and supported the WTO Bali multilateral agreement for the liberalization 
of trade, concluded on 7 December 2013. 

On 16 December 2013, Prime Minister Enrico Letta approved an Italian government 
communique that stipulated the “Destination Italia” plan, designed to encourage trade with and 
investment in Italian businesses, through legal reform and increased focus on the use of trade-
facilitating boards and commissions. The plan, founded by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
includes several measures. It aims to align Italian investment practices with international 
standards, and establish better communication between foreign investors and Italian forms, with 

                                                        
47 Ministerial Conference Ninth Session. December 4, 2013 Date of Access: December 21, 2013 
https://mc9.wto.org/system/files/documents/W7R1_1.pdf 
48Statement by H.E. Ms Anne Ruth Herkes, Federal Minister of Economics and Technology. Date of 
Access: December 21, 2013 http://www.wto.org/english/thewto_e/minist_e/mc9_e/stat_e/deu.pdf 
49 Days 3, 4 and 5: Round-the-clock consultations produce ‘Bali Package’. December 5-7, 2013. Date of 
Access: December 21, 2013http://www.wto.org/english/news_e/news13_e/mc9sum_07dec13_e.htm 
50 WTO Bali agreement expected to boost growth. December 7, 2013. Date of Access: December 21, 2013. 
http://www.dw.de/wto-bali-agreement-expected-to-boost-growth/a-17278088 
51U.S.-EU free trade talks begin amid spying row. July 8, 2013. Date of Access: December 21, 2013. 
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the aim of tax obligation compliance. Furthermore, the Destination Italia plan provides for 
methods to facilitate customs operations, and the functions of Italo-foreign Chambers of 
Commerce. Funding for the Italian foreign trade institute, the ICE, has been doubled for 2014.54 

On 1 August 2013, Italy and Russia signed an agreement on the “Green Customs Corridor” 
project, which will increase the efficiency of interaction between Italian and Russian customs 
agencies, cutting costs for the transfer of goods between the two states.55,56 

During a visit to the Foreign Ministry of Japan, on 10 October 2013, Secretary General of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Michele Valensese affirmed the Italian government’s commitment to 
ratify a Italy-Japan agreement for social insurance institute reform that will remove non-tariff 
barriers to trade.57 During the 25th General Assembly of the Italy-Japan Business Group, Deputy 
Foreign Minister Bruno Archi reiterated this desire for the removal of non-tariff barriers between 
the two states, as well as a hope for an EU-Japan free trade agreement.58 

On 17 October 2013, after a meeting with U.S. President Barack Obama in Washington, Prime 
Minister Enrico Letta stated that completing the EU-U.S. Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP), which will eliminate tariff and remove costly regulations, will be a top 
priority for Italy’s EU presidency, which will preside for the second half of 2014.59 

In a 21 October 2013 press release, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs “welcomed” the political 
agreement reached by the European Commission and the Canadian Government on the content of 
the Comprehensive Economic and Trade Agreement (CETA).60 

On 7 December 2013, the WTO Bali Ministerial Meeting concluded with an agreement, signed 
by 159 states, including Italy, to implement various measures with the general effect of 
liberalizing trade, and assisting developing nations in integrating with global markets. Deputy 
                                                        
54 Destinazione Italia — Plan approved, push toward internationalisation of businesses, Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs (Rome) 16 December 2013. Date of Access: 30 December 2013. 
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o_piano_imprese.htm. 
55 TALY- RUSSIA: agreement on “green customs corridor”, Ministry of Foreign Affairs (Rome) 01 August 
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ssia_accordo_doganale.htm?LANG=EN 
56 Italy-Russia, Agreements Also In Terms of Customs, (San Donato Milanese) 28 November 2013. Date of 
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57 Italy-Japan — Valensise in Tokyo. Abe to visit Rome, possibly in January 2014, Ministry of Foreign 
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Minister of Economic Development Carlo Calenda, in an interview for an Italian newspaper, 
commented, “The EU and Italy have held a strong position of support for the package presented, 
contributing to the successful conclusion of the negotiations.”61 

Thus, Italy has been awarded a score of 0 for partial compliance to its commitment. It has begun 
to remove some barriers and costs to trade, both internally and with specific states. Through its 
membership with the EU, it has completed some ambitious trade deals, as is the case with the 
Bali package and CETA, and demonstrates willingness for the completion of the EU-TTIP and 
EU-Japan free trade agreement. 

Analyst: Gianluca Canaletti 

Japan: 0 
Japan has partially complied with its commitment to break down barriers to trade at home and 
abroad by making progress towards concluding a set of ambitious trade deals, liberalizing trade 
laws, or facilitating trade through other mediums, such as the WTO. 

On 29 October 2013, The European Union and Japan held a third round of negotiations toward a 
free trade agreement that is expected to boost Europe’s economy by up to 0.8 per cent.62 The 
round focused on an analysis of each side’s proposals for the FTA’s text.63 Discussions took place 
in a number of working groups, covering topics such as trade in goods and services, technical 
barriers to trade and non-tariff measures, rules of origin, customs and trade facilitation, 
investment, procurement, competition, and intellectual property, among others.64 

On 1 November 2013, Japan donated CHF 368,744 to the Doha Development Agenda Global 
Trust fund for 2013 to finance technical assistance programmes and training activities for 
developing countries, least-developed countries (LDCs) and economies in transition.65 WTO 
Director General Roberto Azevedo said he welcomes this donation, which demonstrates Japan’s 
continuing commitment to help developing countries benefit from the multilateral trading system 
and better integrate in the global economy.66 

On 19 November 2013, the EU trade chief said Japan still has work to do in tearing down non-
tariff barriers faced by European Union companies ahead of a decisive review of EU-Japan trade 
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talks next April.67 To address such concerns, Brussels and Tokyo have agreed on “roadmaps” for 
Japan’s elimination of such barriers and creating a level playing field for EU firms bidding for 
lucrative rail contracts.68 EU Trade Commissioner Karel De Gucht said on non-tariff measures, a 
number of issues solutions have been found, and on others, there is only progress on process but 
not the content, so there is still some work to do before the one-year deadline.69 

On 29 November 2013, the third round of negotiations on a Free Trade Agreement (FTA) among 
Japan, China and the Republic of Korea (ROK) was held in Tokyo, Japan.70 In this round of 
negotiations, various areas such as Trade in Goods, Trade in Services, Investment, Competition 
Policies, Intellectual Property, amongst others, were discussed.71 The three countries will work 
towards holding the next round of negotiations in Korea, around February next year.72 

On 17 December 2013, Japan’s exports decreased for a ninth consecutive month in November, 
led by car shipments to the United States and China, a sign the weak yen and a recovery in global 
demand are energizing a major growth driver in the world’s third-biggest economy.73 The 
persistent trade deficit could be a source of concern for Japanese policymakers who had hoped a 
weakening currency would be more of a boon for the economy by making Japanese goods 
cheaper overseas.74 Weak net exports were the main reason Japan’s economic growth slowed in 
July to September as growth faltered in Japan’s Asian trading partners.75 

Thus, Japan has been awarded a score of 0 for partial compliance to its commitment, by 
beginning to make progress towards breaking down barriers to trade and liberalizing trade laws. 

Analyst: Jiwon Chun 
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Russia: +1 
Russia has fully complied with its commitment on trade. 

On 26 November 2013, Head of the Federal Customs Service (FCS) of Russia Andrey 
Beliyaninov signed two agreements on Russo-Italian bilateral customs cooperation – Protocol on 
information exchange between the Russian FCS and Italian Customs and Monopoly Agency, and 
memorandum of understanding between FCS and Italian Financial Guard. These agreements are 
aimed at increasing the efficiency of interactions between the customs agencies and will 
reportedly allow to facilitate the movement of goods and ultimately to increase trade turnover 
between the countries.76 

On 24 December 2013, the Supreme Eurasian Economic Council meeting took place in Moscow. 
The leaders of the three original member states of the Customs Union as well as the heads of state 
of the two potential ones — Armenia and Kyrgyzstan, participated in a meeting. The roadmap for 
Armenia’s accession to the Customs Union and the Common Economic Area was approved. A 
similar plan for Kyrgyzstan was also discussed.77 

On 24 December 2013, Russian Government’s Legislative Commission approved a draft law “On 
ratification of the protocol on the use of the free trade zone agreement of 18 October 2011 
between its parties and the Republic of Uzbekistan.” The draft law was prepared by the Russian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs to facilitate Uzbekistan’s involvement into cooperation in the 
framework of CIS and to further the alignment of Customs Union’s members’ and Uzbekistan’s 
trade regimes. The protocol implies non-application of import duties in trade between the 
parties.78 On 22 January 2014, the government submitted the Protocol on implementing the free 
trade zone agreement with Uzbekistan to the State Duma for ratification.79 

Russia has concluded a number of trade deals, which will lower barriers to trade. Thus, Russia 
gets a score of +1 for fully complying with the commitment. 

Analyst: Andrei Sakharov 

United Kingdom: 0 
The United Kingdom has partially complied with its commitment to break down barriers at home 
and abroad by concluding a set of ambitious trade deals. 

Since the Lough Erne Summit in June 2013, the United Kingdom has made minimal significant 
policy changes in order to ease trade barriers. 
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On 7 December 2013, the Doha round of the WTO talks finally made progress and made its first 
deal since the talks began in 2001.80 The talks involved a series of agreements that aimed to 
“bring down tariffs and various other trade barriers.”81 As a member of the WTO, Britain is now 
committed to reducing international trade barriers in order to create a more open international 
market through the recently made agreement, once the details of the agreement are finalized. 

On 9 December 2013, British Business Secretary Vince Cable began a four-day trip to India to 
delegate 25 British companies that plan to move there.82 The UK also sent 120 companies to 
China.83 Prime Minister David Cameron stated, “linking Britain to fast-growing markets like 
China is a vital part of the government’s plan to provide sustainable growth and compete in the 
global race.”84 

The UK government has been working towards having 100,000 more UK businesses exporting85 
and thus has highly encouraged companies to export overseas.86 The UK government financed a 
GBP 450 million deal to export petrochemicals to Saudi Arabia.87 A statement put forth by the 
government about this action notes that “exporting is one of the Government’s priorities.”88 

The UK has worked to strengthen existing partnerships with Hong Kong,89 Kazakhstan,90 
Sweden,91 Finland,92 Greece,93 and Korea94 through various deals with each country. 
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Therefore, the United Kingdom has focused heavily on exporting, and has worked to strengthen 
existing partnerships with particular countries. It has begun to break down trade barriers through 
the WTO deal breakthrough, although the details of this agreement have not yet been finalized. 

However, no significant policy changes have been made in the UK in order to break down trade 
barriers overall, resulting in the UK being awarded a score of 0 for partial compliance to its 
commitment to break down barriers at home and abroad by concluding a set of ambitious trade 
deals. 

Analyst: Margot Whittington 

United States: 0 
The United States has partially complied with its commitment to break down barriers at home and 
abroad by furthering the negotiation of ambitious trade deals. 

The United States continues to negotiate two major trade agreements. With the European Union, 
the United States is currently negotiating the Transatlantic Trade and Investment Partnership.95 
On 15 November 2013, the United States and the European Union concluded Round Two of 
negotiations.96 On 20 December 2013, the United States and the European Union concluded 
Round Three of negotiations.97 

The other major trade agreement that the United States is negotiating is the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, which involves the United States, Australia, Brunei Darussalam, Canada, Chile, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, New Zealand, Peru, Singapore, and Vietnam.98 On 10 December 2013 
in Singapore, ministers and heads of delegation for the TPP countries concluded a four-day 
Ministerial meeting. Specific issues of potential “landing zones” and market access issues were 
discussed.99 
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Because the United States is still in negotiations with various states regarding trade deals, it 
receives a score of 0 for partial compliance to its commitment. 

Analyst: Sarah Danruo Wang 

European Union: +1 
The European Union has fully complied with its commitment to break down barriers to trade at 
home and abroad by concluding a set of ambitious trade deals. The EU has held consistent 
negotiations and roundtables to liberalize trade with both countries and international political 
associations. 

On 6 December 2013, the European Union pledged EUR 400 million over five years to help 
developing states with the implementation of the World Trade Organisation Trade Facilitation 
Agreement.100 The funds will go toward assisting developing states simplify domestic procedures 
in a quicker transition to the Trade Facilitation Agreement. 

Japan and the EU have worked jointly to conclude an ambitious EU-Japan Free Trade 
Agreement. On 25 October 2013, the value of the bilateral trade agreement was projected to 
increase EU exports to Japan by 32.7 per cent and increase Japanese exports to the EU by 23.5 
per cent.101 

On 18 October 2013, the EU signed the EU-Canada Comprehensive Economic and Trade 
Agreement102 to open up jobs and foreign direct investment for both parties. The CETA has an 
added bilateral trade value of EUR 25.7 billion.103 

The EU has also held three sets of negotiations for the Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership104 with the United States since the G8 Lough Erne Summit. 

Thus, the EU has been awarded a score of +1 for fully complying to conclude the ambitious trade 
deal conclusions discussed at Lough Erne. 

Analyst: Leah Bae 
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