Health: Polio Eradication

Commitment

“Supporting the Polio Eradication Initiative for the post eradication period in 2006-8 through continuing or
increasing our own contributions toward the $829 million target and mobilising the support of others.”

-Africa, 8 July 2005'""
Background

In 1988, the World Health Organization created the Global Polio Eradication Initiative (GPEI), an
international public health effort to eliminate polio.172 Spearheaded by the World Health Organization
(WHO), Rotary International, United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the Centers for Disease
Control; it relies on government and private sector donations to achieve its goals.173 November 2005
analyses show six countries with endemic polio (Nigeria, India, Pakistan, Niger, Afghanistan, and Egypt),
and 10 countries that were re-infected (Somalia, Yemen, Indonesia, Sudan, Ethiopia, Angola, Mali,
Cameroon, Chad, and Eritrea).174 At the 2004 Sea Island Summit, the G8 released the G8 Commitment
to Help Stop Polio Forever in which G8 members committed to closing the 2004-2005 funding gap in the
GPEI budget. As of July 2005, the funding gap had been closed.” At the 2005 Gleneagles Summit,
leaders pledged to support the 2006-2008 post-eradication period by continuing or increasing
contributions towards the US$829 million target for the 2006-2008 period.176 At the completion of the
interim compliance period, the GPEI still faces a funding shortfall of US$750 million for 2006-2008."""
According to the WHO, multi-year and flexible financing commitments are needed to cover the unmet
funding requirement of US$750 million for 2006-2008, of which US$200 million is immediately required for
efforts in 2006."'"® These funds are needed to buy oral poliomyelitis vaccine, conduct poliomyelitis
immunization campaigns, implement emergency outbreak response, sustain highly sensitive disease
surveillance, and provide technical support to G8 members. Increased contributions are required if this
commitment is to be fulfilled by the end of the Gleneagles compliance period.
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Assessment

Lack of Work in Progress Full Compliance

Compliance
Score -1 0 +1
Country
Canada 0
France +1
Germany 0
Italy 0
Japan 0
Russia 0
United Kingdom +1
United States +1
European Union +1
Overall 0.44

Individual Country Compliance Breakdown

1. Canada: 0

Since 1988, Canada has been among the top five donors to the GPEI, providing a total of CAD$110
million." In its February 2005 budget, Canada pledged CAD$42 million towards eradicating polio by the
end of that year; however, it has made no pledges beyond 2005."% Due to the upcoming federal election,
a working 2006 budget has not yet been passed. However, the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA) anticipates that the government’'s upcoming international policy statement will provide
further direction for the GPEL'®" Until a 2006 budget is prepared, Canada cannot be said to have met its
Gleneagles commitment.

Analyst: Russell Ironside
2. France: +1

France has registered full compliance with its Gleneagles commitment to fund the 2006-2008 polio
eradication period. France is a core donor to the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, and prior to the 2004
Sea Island Summit, the French government pledged to augment its funding for the GPEI by $12.8 million
for 2006. According to the French Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the government of France will allocate €10
million in its 2006 budget to boost its efforts in the field of polio eradication.'® Having taken positive steps
to fulfil its Gleneagles commitment on polio, the government of France receives a score of +1, indicating
full compliance.
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3. Germany: 0

The German government has registered partial compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication
commitment. The GPEI requires US$75 m|II|on to fund global immunization initiatives and polio
surveillance in the first quarter of 2006." Germany contributed US$12 million to GPEI to fund the
distribution of oral polio vaccine (OPV) |n Nrgerra * In fall 2005, Germany contributed an additional US$1
million to fund global polio initiatives. '®° Since Germany has yet to deliver any funds towards the 2006-
2008 target, it receives a score of 0, indicating work in progress.

Analyst: Gunwant Gill

4. Italy: 0

Italy has demonstrated partial compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication commitment'®®. Italy is a
6th tier donor to the GPEI, indicating that it has contributed between US$5-24 million US from 1988-
2008."% Italy has allocated US$5.5 million to the Gleneagles polio eradication commitment for the 2006
fiscal year—a pledge that few other public sector donors have matched since the GIeneagIes summit.
Additionally, in 2005, Italy contributed US$115,000 for outbreak response in Angola ® While Italy has
contributed over US$12 million throughout 2004-2005, it is unclear whether Italy has introduced new
policy or allocated new funding toward this commitment since the Gleneagles summit.

Analyst: Orsolya Soos
5. Japan: 0

Japan has registered partial compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication commitment for the 2006-
2008 period. Between 1988-2008 Japan’s commitment to the Polio Eradication In|t|at|ve is second only to
the United States and Great Britain - falling in the range of $250-500 million USs."™ In August 2005, the
government of Japan also announced a donation $5 million to UNICEF towards the Polio Eradication
Initiative."®® This contribution is meant to support immunization programs for the next twelve months, as
well as other health programs in Sudan.™ The extent of Japan’s contribution to the 2006-2008
eradication commitment is, however, unclear. Japan receives a score of 0 indicating only partial
compliance.

Analyst: Laura Hodgins
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6. Russia: 0

Russia has shown an uncertain degree of compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication commitment.
In a 28 December 2005 statement on African-Russian relations, Deputy Foreign Minister Stortchak
reaffirmed Russian commitment to infectious disease control in Africa, both as part of its role in the G8,
and as part of the responsibilities that come with Russia’s increasingly stable economic posmon He
stressed Russia’s past contributions, however, and did not announce any new funding for the GPEL."

The Russian Federation was acknowledged by the Rotary CIub the largest non-governmental partner of
GPEI, as a major donor to the GPEI in its January 2006 update % Yet although Russia |s cIaSS|f|ed a 6th
tier donor, indicating that it has contributed between $5-24 million US from 1988- 2008, it has thus far
not offered new commitments consistent with its Gleneagles pledge. Russia thus receives a score of 0,
indicating only partial compliance with the polio commitment.

Analyst: Lisa Skinner
7. United Kingdom: +1

Great Britain has registered a high level of compliance with the Gleneagles polio erad|cat|on comm|tment
In July 2005, the UK government pledged US$108 million US over the next three years Through its
contribution, the UK government unilaterally closed the $36 million US funding gap for 2005. The
remaining funds are to be distributed in 2006-2007 in two US$72 million instalments. WHO Director-
General Dr. Lee Jong-Wook praised the UK governments announcement, stating that “flexible, multi-year
funding commitments are now more crucial than ever.’ ® The quarterly newsletter of the GPEI noted that
the UK government donated US$900,000 to the GPEl's response to the 2005 Indonesian polio
outbreak. ™" Consequently, the United Kingdom receives a score of +1 for its successful compliance.

Analyst: Orsolya Soos
8. United States: +1

The United States has continued its significant support of the Global Polio Eradication Initiative, and has
pledged new funds to respond to the unexpected outbreak in Indone3|a The United States remains the
largest government donor to the Global Polio Eradication In|t|at|ve AIthough the United States has
often covered funding shortfalls to ensure continuous progress °as of 3 January 2005 the United States
had not stepped up to reduce either the urgent $75 million shortfall, >° without wh|ch programs for the
spring of 2006 are at risk, or the $200 million shortfall for operations for the year 2006.%
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The US provides support through a variety of institutions, most prominently the Centres for Disease
Control (CDC) and USAID. In 2005 the CDC allocated US$96,276,000 for worldwide polio vaccination.
Before the Gleneagles Summit, the budget for 2006 requested US$96,324,000.2 This is a US$48,000
increase over the previous year. According to the autumn newsletter of the GPEI, USAID donated US$2
million for work in Afghanistan in the second half of 2005.% In November 2005, Mr. Kent Hill, the Global
Health Assistant Administrator of Health and Human Services announced a USAID commitment of an
additional US$2.5 million for 2006 to combat the outbreak in Indonesia.’®* The US pledge for 2006 is in
full compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication commitment, and so the US government receives a
score of +1.

Analyst: Lisa Skinner

9. European Union: +1

The European Union has demonstrated a high level of compliance with the Gleneagles polio eradication
commitment. The European Commission Humanitarian Office (ECHO) continued its commitment to fight
polio outbreaks by approving a US$580,000 US grant to the World Health Organization (WHO).205 The
funds supported global immunization initiatives in the final quarter of 2005.% Furthermore, in December
2005, the EU worked in collaboration with WHO, UNICEF, and Rotary International to immunize children
against polio in Sierra Leone.?® The European Union receives a score of +1, indicating full compliance.

Analyst: Gunwant Gill
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