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Africa’s progress towards meeting the MDGs


Goal 1 Eradicate extreme poverty & hunger

46% of people live in poverty in Africa, particularly in sub-Saharan Africa.

Poverty

· Africa is the world’s poorest continent. In 2001, 313 million people lived on less than a $1 day, compared with 227 million in 1990.  Lack of employment and HIV and AIDS have taken their toll on living standards.
Hunger

· Africa is the continent hardest hit by hunger and malnutrition. Hunger particularly affects those in rural areas who don’t own land, or farmers whose land is too small to produce enough food 
· In sub-Saharan Africa, the number of underweight children increased from 29 million to 37 million between 1990 and 2003. 
· Conflict and natural disasters setback the eradication of poverty and hunger. Since 1994 more than 9 million Africans have died as a result of conflict, the vast majority of them civilians.
· However, in 14 sub-Saharan African countries, hunger was reduced by at least 25 per cent during the last decade.

Goal 2 Achieve universal primary education

· Less than two thirds of children are enrolled in primary school in sub-Saharan Africa. 

· In sub-Saharan Africa, just over half the children who begin school reach the final grade. 

· HIV/AIDS has badly affected education in sub-Saharan Africa.  In 1999 alone, nearly 1 million children in the region lost their teachers to AIDS. When parents become ill or die, children often leave school because of economic hardship. Education provides a stable element in a child’s life. It is probably the single most effective way of preventing the further spread of HIV. Facts about how young people can protect themselves are increasingly being integrated into the school curriculum.

School enrolment and attendance can be improved by: reducing or abolishing school fees; providing school lunches; improving the quality of teaching; and bringing schooling closer to home.   Sub-Saharan Africa has made progress.

· In 2003, the Government of Kenya abolished school fees, now 1.2 million children have enrolled in school.  
· In Tanzania, nine out of ten children are enrolled in school, when in 1999 it was less that six in ten. 
· In Ethiopia, investment in teachers’ training and salaries has seen enrolment in primary education increase from 20% in 1991 to 63% in 2003.  In rural areas, girls now represent 40% of children in primary schools.

Goal 3 Promote gender equality & empower women

· More girls are enrolling in school but girls’ enrollment in primary education still lags behind boys’ in sub-Saharan Africa (86 girls enrolled per 100 boys).

· In sub-Saharan Africa, women’s representation in parliament has doubled. Since 2003, 49 per cent of members of Rwanda’s National Assembly are women, the closest any country has come to gender parity in parliament. Other African countries — including Burundi, Eritrea, Mozambique, Namibia, South Africa and Uganda — have also passed provisions that reserve parliamentary seats for women. 

Goal 4 Reduce child mortality

· Death rates in children under age 5 are dropping. Yet 11 million children a year — 30,000 a day — die from preventable or treatable causes. Increasing programmes that promote simple, low-cost solutions could save most of these lives.

· Half of all deaths among children under age 5 occur in sub-Saharan Africa, where progress has slowed owing to weak health systems, conflicts and AIDS.  Some countries, however, are making progress.  
· Measles is the leading cause of child deaths, and it could be eradicated by immunization and vaccination. A safe, effective and relatively inexpensive vaccine has been available for over 40 years. Still, measles strikes 30 million children a year, killing 540,000 in 2002 and leaving many others blind or deaf. Global coverage of measles immunization has risen slowly, but is lagging in sub-Saharan Africa, where about a third of all children are still unprotected.
· In Tanzania, child mortality has fallen by almost a quarter to 112 per 1,000, down from 147 per 1,000 in 1999.
Goal 5 Improve maternal health

· The chances of dying during pregnancy or childbirth over a lifetime are as high as 1 in 16 in sub-Saharan Africa, more than 200 times higher than the developed world.

· In 2000, the average risk of dying during pregnancy or childbirth in the developing world was 450 per 100,000 live births. This lifetime risk could be substantially reduced if women had good family planning services.

· In Egypt, maternal mortality was cut in half in only 8 years due to better facilities, better obstetric care and more support for women during pregnancy.

Goal 6 Combat HIV/AIDS, malaria & other diseases

· In sub-Saharan Africa, 7 out of 100 adults are living with HIV. In some Southern African countries, more than a quarter of the adult population is HIV-positive.  
· In 2003, there were over 4 million children in sub-Saharan Africa alone who had lost both parents to AIDS and 12 million who had lost one parent or both. 

· In sub-Saharan Africa, 57 per cent of the infected people are women. Among Africans aged 15 – 24, the difference is even more pronounced. In the worst-affected countries, recent national surveys show as many as three young women living with HIV for every young man. 

· Malaria is endemic in many of the world’s poorest countries, affecting an estimated 350–500 million people a year. Ninety per cent of the 1 million malaria deaths each year occur in sub-Saharan Africa. 

· Pregnant women and their unborn children are very vulnerable to malaria. In sub-Saharan Africa alone, more than 2,000 children a day die from malaria. Malaria is estimated to have slowed economic growth in African countries by 1.3 per cent a year.
· Since the 1990s, prevention and treatment measures have improved.  In Malawi, 1 million insecticide-treated mosquito nets were given out in 2003 alone, boosting coverage from 5 per cent of households in 2000 to 43 per cent by the end of 2003. 

· Eighty countries are benefiting from over $290 million for malaria control, provided through the Global Fund to Fight HIV/AIDS, Tuberculosis and Malaria. 

Tuberculosis

· Tuberculosis kills 1.7 million people a year, most of them in their prime productive years. The number of new tuberculosis cases has been growing by about 1 per cent a year, sub-Saharan Africa has is just one of the regions with the fastest increases, partly due to HIV/AIDS.

· DOTS, a new protocol to detect and treat tuberculosis, can cure up to 80% of people treated.  But less than half the cases are detected and treated under DOTS.

Goal 7 Ensure Environmental sustainability 

Environmental sustainability means using natural resources wisely and protecting the ecosystems on which our survival depends. But this sustainability will not be achieved with current patterns of resource consumption and use.

· Forests provide for many people’s everyday needs, including food, fuel, building materials and clean water. Yet in sub-Saharan Africa’s land area covered by forests shrank from 29% in 1990 to 27% in 2000.
· The rural poor are most immediately affected because their day-to-day livelihoods depend on the natural resources around them. Subsequent migration to cities has increased the number of people living in unsafe and overcrowded urban slums.
· Access to safe drinking water has improved in sub-Saharan Africa from 49% in 1990 to 58% in 2002 but this leaves 287 million people who still do not.
Goal 8 Develop a global partnership for development

The United Nations Millennium Declaration embodies an agreement that developing countries will work to maintain sound economies, good governance, ensure their own development and to address human and social needs.  Developed countries in turn, agree to support poorer countries through aid, trade and debt relief.  A meaningful partnership between rich and poor countries is needed to ensure co-ordinated effort between the international community and Africa.
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Source: United Nations Statistics Division. For further information, please refer to UN Statistics Division's Millennium Indicators Database at: 
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	On track – target will be met by 2015 or little progress/stabilisation around very low levels (not an issue in the region)

	
	Lagging – progress insufficient to meet target by 2015

	
	Off track – deterioration, change in the wrong direction or no progress at all

	
	Insufficient data


* The available data for maternal mortality and malaria do not allow a trend analysis. Progress in the chart has been assessed by the responsible UN agencies on the basis of proxy indicators
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