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Annex III: G20 Guiding Principles for  

Global Investment Policymaking 
 

With the objective of (i) fostering an open, transparent and conducive global policy 
environment for investment, (ii) promoting coherence in national and international 
investment policymaking, and (iii) promoting inclusive economic growth and 
sustainable development, G20 members hereby propose the following non-binding 
principles to provide general guidance for investment policymaking. 

 
I. Recognizing the critical role of investment as an engine of economic growth in 

the global economy, Governments should avoid protectionism in relation to 
cross-border investment. 

II. Investment policies should establish open, non-discriminatory, transparent 
and predictable conditions for investment.  

III. Investment policies should provide legal certainty and strong protection to 
investors and investments, tangible and intangible, including access to 
effective mechanisms for the prevention and settlement of disputes, as well as 
to enforcement procedures. Dispute settlement procedures should be fair, 
open and transparent, with appropriate safeguards to prevent abuse. 

IV. Regulation relating to investment should be developed in a transparent 
manner with the opportunity for all stakeholders to participate, and embedded 
in an institutional framework based on the rule of law. 

V. Investment policies and other policies that impact on investment should be 
coherent at both the national and international levels and aimed at fostering 
investment, consistent with the objectives of sustainable development and 
inclusive growth. 

VI. Governments reaffirm the right to regulate investment for legitimate public 
policy purposes.  

VII. Policies for investment promotion should，to maximize economic benefit, be 
effective and efficient, aimed at attracting and retaining investment, and 
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matched by facilitation efforts that promote transparency and are conducive 
for investors to establish, conduct and expand their businesses.  

VIII. Investment policies should promote and facilitate the observance by investors 
of international best practices and applicable instruments of responsible 
business conduct and corporate governance. 

IX. The international community should continue to cooperate and engage in 
dialogue with a view to maintaining an open and conducive policy 
environment for investment, and to address shared investment policy 
challenges.  

These principles interact with each other and should be considered together. They 
can serve as a reference for national and international investment policymaking, in 
accordance with respective international commitments, and taking into account 
national, and broader, sustainable development objectives and priorities.   

 

 


