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15. Health [14] 
Commitment 
“To protect public health and consumer safety, we also commit to exchange information on rogue 
internet pharmacy sites in accordance with national law and share best practices on combating 
counterfeit medical products.” 

Camp David Declaration 

Assessment 
Country Lack of Compliance Work in Progress Full Compliance 
Canada   +1 
France   +1 
Germany   +1 
Italy   +1 
Japan   +1 
Russia   +1 
United Kingdom   +1 
United States   +1 
European Union   +1 
Average Score +1 
Background 
Since the 2000 G8 Summit in Okinawa, the G8 has consistently committed itself to tackling 
global health problems.1408 During recent summits, however, it began recognizing a link between 
global health issues and Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) on the internet. However, this year 
marks the first time that the G8 has attempted to address global health concerns through the 
internet. 

At the 2009 G8 Summit in L’Aquila, the G8 acknowledged the importance of innovation for 
addressing global policy challenges in the area of global public health. It also expressed a belief 
that innovation can be promoted by ensuring an effective Intellectual Property Rights (IPR) 
system at the international level.1409 

At the 2010 G8 Summit in Muskoka, member states launched the Muskoka Initiative for 
Maternal, Newborn and Child Health according to which they would seek to improve maternal 
health and reduce child mortality as a means to fulfill their Millennium Development Goals.1410 
This undertaking was aimed at strengthening country-led national health systems in developing 
countries in order to enable successful delivery.1411 

                                                        
1408 Responsible Leadership for a Sustainable Future, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2009. Date of 
access: 18 December 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2009laquila/2009-declaration.html#health.  
1409 Responsible Leadership for a Sustainable Future, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 8 July 2009. Date of 
access: 18 December 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2009laquila/2009-declaration.html.  
1410 Muskoka Declaration: Recovery and New Beginnings, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 26 June 2010. 
Date of access: 18 December 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2010muskoka/communique.html.  
1411 Muskoka Declaration: Recovery and New Beginnings, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 26 June 2010. 
Date of access: 18 December 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2010muskoka/communique.html.  
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Member states reaffirmed their commitment to the Muskoka Initiative at the 2011 G8 Summit in 
Deauville.1412 At Deauville, member states also committed themselves to protecting IPR on the 
internet, specifying that national legal frameworks must improve the protection of intellectual 
property, in particular copyright, trademarks, trade secrets and patents in cyberspace.1413 The G8 
viewed a strong intellectual property system as an incentive to innovate and a catalyst for 
economic growth.1414 

During the 2012 Camp David Summit, the G8 announced a goal of promoting economic growth 
and job creation in order to help the global economic recovery. 1415  Given the perceived 
importance of intellectual property rights for stimulating economic growth, the G8 affirmed the 
significance of high standards of IPR protection and enforcement, both through international legal 
means and mutual assistance agreements.1416 Its commitment to exchange information on rogue 
internet pharmacy sites and experience in combating counterfeit medical products is a corollary 
of its commitment to protect IPR through mutual assistance.1417 

Commitment Features 
The commitment has two parts and both must be fulfilled in order for the commitment to be fully 
satisfied. 

The first part commits member states to exchange information on rogue internet pharmacy sites in 
accordance with national law. To fulfill this part of the commitment, exchanging information 
with at least one other member state of the G8 is requisite. 

The second part demands that member states share best practices on combating counterfeit 
medical products. The sharing must take place between the state and at least one other member of 
the G8. “Best practices” in this context can be any practices the state deems as optimal. Thus, 
whatever practices a state decides to share can qualify as “best practices.” “Sharing” can take 
many forms and can range from a simple exchange of information in a report that is made 
available to other G8 member(s), as long as there exists evidence that the exchange of 
information took place, to a member state hosting an international conference or a ministerial 
meeting on this issue. In addition, to satisfy the commitment, a state need only discuss or begin 
solving the issue, and it is therefore not required that it finalize its approach to this issue. 

Scoring 

-1 
The member country has not exchanged information on rogue internet pharmacy sites 
in accordance with national law with any of the other member(s) of the G8 AND it 
has not shared practices it deems best for combating counterfeit medical products 

                                                        
1412 G8 Declaration: Renewed Commitment for Freedom and Democracy, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 
27 May 2011. Date of access: 18 December 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2011deauville/2011-
declaration-en.html.  
1413 G8 Declaration: Renewed Commitment for Freedom and Democracy, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 
27 May 2011. Date of access: 7 December, 2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2011deauville/2011-
declaration-en.html.  
1414 1414 G8 Declaration: Renewed Commitment for Freedom and Democracy, G8 Information Centre 
(Toronto) 27 May 2011. Date of access: 7 December, 2012. 
http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2011deauville/2011-declaration-en.html.  
1415 Camp David Declaration, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 19 May 2012. Date of access: 7 December 
2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2012campdavid/g8-declaration.html.  
1416 Camp David Declaration, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 19 May 2012. Date of access: 7 December 
2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2012campdavid/g8-declaration.html.  
1417 Camp David Declaration, G8 Information Centre (Toronto) 19 May 2012. Date of access: 7 December 
2012. http://www.g8.utoronto.ca/summit/2012campdavid/g8-declaration.html.  
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with any other member(s) of the G8.  

0 

The member country has exchanged information on rogue internet pharmacy sites in 
accordance with national law with any of the other member(s) of the G8 OR it has 
shared practices it deems best for combating counterfeit medical products with any 
other member(s) of the G8. 

+1 

The member country has exchanged information on rogue internet pharmacy sites in 
accordance with national law with any of the other member(s) of the G8 AND it has 
shared practices it deems best for combating counterfeit medical products with any 
other member(s) of the G8. 

Lead Analyst: Anna Postelnyak 

Canada: +1 
Canada has fully complied with its commitment to exchange information on rogue internet 
pharmacy sites in accordance with national law and to share the practices it deems best for 
combating counterfeit medical products with other members of the G8.1418 Canada continues to 
participate in international organizations dedicated to combating online pharmaceutical crime and 
to partake in international efforts, such as Operation Pangea V, that aim to curb the illicit online 
sale of medicines.1419 

From 25 September to 2 October 2012, the RCMP collaborated with the Canada Border Services 
Agency (CBSA), INTERPOL, and other international organizations as part of an international 
effort to combat the illegal distribution of pharmaceuticals online in an operation called Pangea 
V.1420 This annual operation tackles the online sale of illegal and falsified medicines, and raises 
awareness about the dangers of using medicines purchased from unauthorized dealers online.1421 
Customs, health regulators, national police and private sector groups from 100 countries 
participated in this event. In Canada, 3799 packages were inspected, of which 2185 were seized, 
and over CAD1 million worth of illicit and fake pills originating from 18 countries were 
confiscated.1422 

Among the drugs seized were sleeping pills, anti-depressants, heart medications, weight loss 
products, erectile dysfunction drugs, and hormone replacement therapies. 1423  Several 
investigations have been initiated as a result of the importation and distribution of these 
counterfeit and illicit pharmaceuticals.1424 As well, approximately 4000 websites affiliated with 
Canada are now under investigation by Canadian authorities for allegedly engaging in illegal 
pharmaceutical related activity.1425 

                                                        
1418 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1419 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1420 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1421 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1422 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1423 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1424 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1425 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
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On 4 October 2012, RCMP Commissioner Bob Paulson was quoted as saying, “the RCMP 
recognizes that fighting this type of crime requires an international effort. We strongly support 
INTERPOL and work hand in hand with our partners in Canada and abroad in bringing global 
attention to the dangers of online sales of counterfeit and illicit medicines.”1426 

From 19 to 21 November 2012, Canada came together with other members of the World Health 
Organization (WHO) to discuss international cooperation in combatting the distribution of 
counterfeit medical products.1427 Canada was represented at the meeting by Ms. K. Dayman-
Rutkis, Director, Health Products and Food Branch Inspectorate, Health Canada, and Ms. Melissa 
Ramphal, Senior Policy Analyst, Office of International Affairs for the Health Portfolio, Public 
Health Agency.1428 The meeting concluded with the WHO delegates agreeing to a work-plan that 
requires cooperation from national authorities in order to share the best practises and experiences 
related to combatting the problem on counterfeit medical products.1429 It was also agreed upon at 
the meeting that a global committee of two delegates from each WHO region would be 
responsible for ensuring that the work-plan got implemented.1430 In addition to the WHO, it 
should be noted that Canada maintains open lines of communication with other members of the 
G8 though various international bodies, one being the Permanent Forum on International 
Pharmaceutical Crime (PFIPC).1431 

Thus, Canada has been awarded a score of +1 for its participation in international organizations 
dedicated to combatting online pharmaceutical crime and its contributions to INTERPOL’s 
Operation Pangea V.1432 

Analyst: Andrea Farquharson 

France: +1 
France has fully complied with its commitment to exchange information on optimal practices for 
combating counterfeit medical products and rogue internet pharmacy sites 

On 25 September 2012, INTERPOL initiated Operation Pangea V.1433 The global initiative 
involving 100 countries, including France, aimed to address illegal sales of pharmaceuticals 
online. During this operation the French customs seized more than 427000 drugs from smuggling 

                                                        
1426 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1427 First Meeting of the Member State Mechanism on Substandard/Spurious/Falsely-
Labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit Medical Products, the World Health Organization (Geneva) 26 October 
2012. Date of Access: 17 January 2013. http://apps.who.int/gb/ssffc/pdf_files/ssffc-listofparticipants.pdf. 
1428 First Meeting of the Member State Mechanism on Substandard/Spurious/Falsely-
Labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit Medical Products, the World Health Organization (Geneva) 26 October 
2012. Date of Access: 17 January 2013. http://apps.who.int/gb/ssffc/pdf_files/ssffc-listofparticipants.pdf. 
1429 New Global Mechanism to Combat Substandard/Spurious/ Falsely Labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit 
Medical Products, the World Health Organization (Geneva) 27 November 2012. Date of Access: 17 
January 2013. http://www.who.int/medicines/news/TRA-SE_EMP.pdf.  
1430 New Global Mechanism to Combat Substandard/Spurious/ Falsely Labelled/Falsified/Counterfeit 
Medical Products, the World Health Organization (Geneva) 27 November 2012. Date of Access: 17 
January 2013. http://www.who.int/medicines/news/TRA-SE_EMP.pdf. 
1431 News, PFIPC (n.a.) 9 January 2013. Date of Access: 14 January 2013. http://pfipc.org/who-we-are. 
1432 Canada News Centre, Government of Canada (Ottawa) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 14 January 
2013. http://news.gc.ca/web/article-eng.do?nid=698819. 
1433 Agence national de sécurité du medicament et des produits de santé (France) 4 October 2012. Date of 
Access: 2 January 2013 
http://ansm.sante.fr/var/ansm_site/storage/original/application/9cbdd73839bfd7b0fa250770e996cad6.pdf.  
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and counterfeiting and identified 236 illegal sites for online pharmacies, 52 of which where under 
French domain.1434 

France fulfilled its commitment to sharing information on combating rogue internet pharmacies 
selling illegal pharmaceuticals online by attending the Conference Pharmacrime 2012 at Brussels 
on 22-23 October 2012.1435 The conference stated that one of its objectives was “[reinforcing] 
networking among European investigators.” 1436  Although there is no explicit mention of 
information exchange between France and other member states of the G8, the attendance of the 
conference is an act of compliance to the commitment.1437 

In addition to sharing information, France has taken concrete steps towards combating counterfeit 
medical products intra-nationally. On 19 December 2012, the Minister of Social Affairs and 
Health Marisol Touraine put forth an order for strengthening the security of the supply chain for 
online drug sales.1438 

In exchanging information at conferences and participating in international initiatives for 
addressing counterfeit online pharmaceutical sales, France has been given a score of +1. 

Analyst: Nicholas Chong 

Germany: +1 
Germany has completely complied with its commitment to protect public health and consumer 
safety. It has exchanged information on rogue internet pharmacy sites with other nations and 
organizations, and it has also shared a solution to combat counterfeit medical products. 

On 7-8 May 2012, Germany hosted its third annual conference on counterfeit medicines at the 
University of Würzburg. In attendance as speakers were individuals from Germany, France, and 
Switzerland, and via videoconference, a participant from the United States. The conference 
focused on everything from current challenges to solutions, and included case studies as well.1439 

Germany has also proposed to implement a security measure for its legitimate pharmaceutical 
websites known as securPharm. The project started on 31 August 2011 and was jointly 
established by the pharmaceutical associations (ABDA, BAH, BPI, PHAGRO and vfa).1440 The 

                                                        
1434 Agence national de sécurité du medicament et des produits de santé (France) 4 October 2012. Date of 
Access: 2 January 2013 
http://ansm.sante.fr/var/ansm_site/storage/original/application/9cbdd73839bfd7b0fa250770e996cad6.pdf 
1435 Conference Pharmacrime 2012 (Brussels) 22-23 October 2012. Date of Access: 4 January 2013. 
http://www.pharmacrime.eu/agenda20Oct.pdf  
1436 Conference Pharmacrime 2012 (Brussels) 22-23 October 2012. Date of Access: 4 January 2013. 
http://www.pharmacrime.eu/agenda20Oct.pdf  
1437 Conference Pharmacrime 2012 (Brussels) 22-23 October 2012. Date of Access: 4 January 2013. 
http://www.pharmacrime.eu/agenda20Oct.pdf  
1438 Ordonnance n° 2012-1427 du 19 décembre 2012 relative au renforcement de la sécurité de la chaîne 
d’approvisionnement des médicaments, à l’encadrement de la vente de médicaments sur internet et à la 
lutte contre la falsification de medicaments, Legifrance (France) 21 December 2012. Date of Access: 4 
January 2012. 
http://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/affichTexte.do?cidTexte=JORFTEXT000026805101&dateTexte=&oldActio
n=rechJO&categorieLien=id.  
1439Strategies against falsified/counterfeit medicines (Würzburg) 7-8 May 2012. Date of access: 25 January 
2013. http://www.gmp-compliance.org/daten/training/eca_counterfeit_2012_.pdf.  
1440DataMatrix Code on Pharmaceutical Packaging-Pilot Project starting in January, the European 
Compliance Academy (Würzburg) 31 October 2012. Date of access: 28 January 2013. http://www.gmp-
compliance.org/eca_news_03374.html.  
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objective of the project is to implement the new safety features for medicinal products required in 
the new EU Directive 2001/83 (Pharma Directive).1441 The initiative’s goal is to prevent falsified 
products from entering the legal supply chain through clear identification.1442 The securPharm 
initiative has announced that a nationwide pilot project will be started from January 2013 in 
Germany to test its safety features.1443 

Between 25 September 2012 and 2 October 2012 Germany, in participation with INTERPOL, the 
United States Food and Drug Administration, and various other G8 nations, globally executed 
Operation Pangea V during the International Internet Week of Awareness. 1444 / 1445  This 
collaborative effort resulted in the closure of more than 18000 illegal pharmaceutical websites.1446 

Germany has participated in a joint effort with other nations, some of whom are G8 members and 
INTERPOL in an exchange of information relating to rogue internet pharmacy sites. It has also 
shared methods on combating counterfeit medical products. Thus, Germany receives a score of 
+1 for its compliance with both parts of the commitment. 

Analyst: Kriti Bhatt 

Italy: +1 
Italy has fully complied with its commitment, as it has shared best practices to combat rogue 
internet pharmacy sites and counterfeit medicines. 

On 11 December 2012, the Italian Department of Health released its 2011 Report on the Health 
Status of the Country. According to the report, the Italian Medicines Agency (AIFA) has 
increased counterfeit operator training, published books regarding counterfeit medicines, 
supported customs activities to seize counterfeit medicines, and also supported police activities in 
order to block illegal internet pharmacy sites.1447 

AIFA is also currently working on implementing the directives of the European Union (EU) and 
incorporating the Council of Europe MediCrime Convention into national law. 1448  These 
directives will further strengthen the controls on the pharmaceutical supply chain, as well as 

                                                        
1441 German Initiative 2D Matrix Code SecurPharm started on 31 August, the European Compliance 
Academy (Würzburg) 7 September 2011. Date of Access: 28 January 2013. http://www.gmp-
compliance.org/eca_news_2767_7009.html.  
1442 German Initiative 2D Matrix Code SecurPharm started on 31 August, the European Compliance 
Academy (Würzburg) 7 September 2011. Date of Access: 28 January 2013. http://www.gmp-
compliance.org/eca_news_2767_7009.html. 
1443 DataMatrix Code on Pharmaceutical Packaging-Pilot Project starting in January, the European 
Compliance Academy (Würzburg) 31 October 2012. Date of access: 28 January 2013. http://www.gmp-
compliance.org/eca_news_03374.html.  
1444 Global Crackdown on Illicit Online Pharmacies, Interpol (Lyon) 4 October 2012. Date of access: 19 
January 2013. http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News-media-releases/2012/PR077.  
1445 Interpol Crackdown on Illicit Online Pharmacies, Efpia (Brussels) 11 November 2012. Date of access: 
21 January 2013. http://www.efpia.eu/press-releases/interpol-crackdown-illicit-online-pharmacies.  
1446 FDA takes action against thousands of illegal pharmacies, U.S. Food and Drug Administration 
(Maryland) 4 October 2012. Date of access: 19 January 2013. 
http://www.fda.gov/NewsEvents/Newsroom/PressAnnouncements/ucm322492.htm.  
1447 Report of the Health Status of Country 2011, Ministero della Salute (Rome). Date of Access: 7 January 
2013. http://www.rssp.salute.gov.it/rssp2011/documenti/RSSP_2011_Inglese_web.pdf.  
1448 Report of the Health Status of Country 2011, Ministero della Salute (Rome). Date of Access: 7 January 
2013. http://www.rssp.salute.gov.it/rssp2011/documenti/RSSP_2011_Inglese_web.pdf.  
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allow the rules of criminal law that cover medicine and health products to apply to cases of 
forgery.1449 

Over the last year, AIFA also developed IT intelligence projects that ensure the monitoring of the 
internet and the identification of illegal online pharmacies, while participating in transnational 
police efforts to curb counterfeit medicine trafficking, such as INTERPOL’s Operation Pangea 
V.1450 The operation, which took place from September to October 2012, spanned 100 countries 
and aimed to disrupt the networks behind the illicit sale of online medicines.1451 Overall, 3.75 
million counterfeit pills were confiscated, more than 18000 websites were shut down, and 
approximately 80 civilians are currently under investigation or arrest for a variety of offences, 
such as operating a laboratory producing counterfeit medicine, and operating websites selling 
illegal medicine.1452 

As a result of AIFA’s work both domestically and internationally, Italy has fully complied with 
its G8 health commitment and thus has earned a score of +1. 

Analyst: David Cosolo 

Japan: +1 
Japan has fully complied with its commitment to exchange information on rogue internet 
pharmacy sites and to share optimal practices of combating counterfeit medical products. 

On 13 March 2012, preceding the Camp David Summit, Japan attended the First Asia Partnership 
Conference of Pharmaceutical Associations (APCPA).1453 The conference dedicated discussion to 
addressing “electronic information dissemination” in efforts to create an efficient method of 
information exchange on rogue internet pharmacies.1454 

Following the conference, Japan has shown a continued commitment in a press release 
announcing the ongoing collaboration between the Japan Pharmaceutical Manufacturers 
Association (JPMA), International Federation of Pharmaceutical Manufacturers and Associations 
(IFPMA), Pharmaceutical Research and Manufacturers of America (PhRMA), and European 
Federation of Pharmaceutical Industries and Associations (EFPIA).1455 The four associations 

                                                        
1449 Report of the Health Status of Country 2011, Ministero della Salute (Rome). Date of Access: 7 January 
2013. http://www.rssp.salute.gov.it/rssp2011/documenti/RSSP_2011_Inglese_web.pdf.  
1450 Report of the Health Status of Country 2011, Ministero della Salute (Rome). Date of Access: 7 January 
2013. http://www.rssp.salute.gov.it/rssp2011/documenti/RSSP_2011_Inglese_web.pdf.  
1451 Global crackdown on illicit online pharmacies, INTERPOL (Lyon) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 6 
January 2013. http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News-media-releases/2012/PR077.  
1452 Operation Pangea, INTERPOL (Lyon). Date of Access: 6 January 2013. http://www.interpol.int/News-
and-media/News-media-releases/2012/PR077.  
1453 The First Asian Partnership Conference of Pharmaceutical Associations (Tokyo) 16 March 2012. Date 
of Access: 8 January 2013. 
http://www.jpma.or.jp/english/parj/pdf/2012.pdf  
1454 The First Asian Partnership Conference of Pharmaceutical Associations (Tokyo) 16 March 2012. Date 
of Access: 8 January 2013. 
http://www.jpma.or.jp/english/parj/pdf/2012.pdf  
1455 Global pharmaceutical industry calls for broad-based cooperation to fight online sales of counterfeit 
medicines around the world (Washington) 23 July 2012 Date of Access: 8 January 2013. 
www.jpma.or.jp/media/release/pdf/120724_01_e.pdf  
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released a joint statement on 23 July 2012 announcing the collaborative planning to combat 
counterfeit medical products from online pharmacies.1456 

On 25 September 2012, Japan participated in the Interpol-initiated Operation Pangea V.1457 The 
operation aimed to address illegal sales of pharmaceuticals online. By the end of the international 
project on 2 October 2012, 3.75 million elicit counterfeit pills were confiscated and more than 
18000 websites were shut down.1458 

Japan has fully complied with its commitments and has been awarded +1 for attending the First 
APCPA, participating in Operation Pangea V, and continuing the initiatives of the international 
information exchange on addressing the issue of rogue internet pharmacy sites. 

Analyst: Nicholas Chong 

Russia: +1 
Russia has fully complied with the commitment on health. 

Russia has taken actions to exchange information on rogue internet pharmacy sites in accordance 
with national law with other G8 members. 

On 25 October — 2 November 2012, Russia along with other INTERPOL members, including all 
G8 countries, participated in Operation Pangea V aimed at combating the market of fake and 
illicit medicines. National Central Bureau of INTERPOL, Russian Ministry of the Interior, 
Federal Customs Service, and other government agencies tool part in the operation. The outcomes 
include sharing information on more than 100 rogue internet pharmacy sites registered in Russia 
and abroad with the Coordination Center of the INTERPOL General Secretariat and national 
authorities of other participating countries.1459 

Russia has shared practices it deems best for combating counterfeit medical products with other 
G8 members. 

On 22-24 October 2012, the Russian Ministry of Industry and Trade and NGO «Аnti-
counterfeiting» co-organized the first international forum «Anti-counterfeiting». Participants, 
including top Russian officials, heads of major international companies, leading experts in the 
field of intellectual property rights protection, including those from France and the US, discussed 
ways of combating illegal production of consumer goods, such as food, medicines, and 
cosmetics.1460 

During the compliance period Russia has shared practices it deems best for combating counterfeit 
medical products, and taken actions to exchange information on rogue internet pharmacy sites in 
accordance with national law with other G8 members. Thus, it has been awarded a score of +1. 

                                                        
1456 Global pharmaceutical industry calls for broad-based cooperation to fight online sales of counterfeit 
medicines around the world (Washington) 23 July 2012 Date of Access: 8 January 2013. 
www.jpma.or.jp/media/release/pdf/120724_01_e.pdf  
1457 Global crackdown on illicit online pharmacies, INTERPOL (Lyon) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 17 
January 2013. http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News-media-releases/2012/PR077.  
1458 Global crackdown on illicit online pharmacies, INTERPOL (Lyon) 4 October 2012. Date of Access: 17 
January 2013. http://www.interpol.int/News-and-media/News-media-releases/2012/PR077. 
1459 National Central Bureau of INTERPOL of the Russian Ministry of the Interior has summarized the 
outcomes of international operation «Pangea», Russian Ministry of the Interior 4 October 2012. Date of 
Access: 31 January 2012. http://mvd.ru/news/item/146578/  
1460 For the civilized market without fakes and counterfeit products, Аnti-Counterfeiting 2012. Date of 
Access:24 January 2012. http://en.forum-antikontrafakt.ru/index/  
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Analyst: Andrei Sakharov 

United Kingdom: +1 
The United Kingdom has fully complied with this commitment, as it has shared information 
regarding rogue internet pharmacy sites and combating the spread of counterfeit medications. 

In March 2012, the UK’s Medicines and Healthcare Products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) 
released a report entitled “Falsified Medical Products Strategy 2012-2015.” The document is a 
follow-up to the agency’s 2007 anti-counterfeiting strategy and deals with counterfeit medical 
products in the United Kingdom. Ultimately, the MHRA hopes to implement measures to prevent 
falsified medical products from reaching patients, ensure a timely response to incidents involving 
falsified medical products, and use the law proportionately against those involved in the 
manufacture and distribution of counterfeit medical products.1461 The MHRA is working with 
local police forces, the UK Government at large, as well as international institutions such as the 
World Health Organization (WHO), the Permanent Forum on International Pharmaceutical Crime 
(PFIPC), the Council of Europe (CoE), and INTERPOL among others.1462 

From September to October 2012, the United Kingdom took part in INTERPOL’s Operation 
Pangea V. The operation, which spanned 100 countries, aimed to disrupt the networks behind the 
illicit sale of online medicines.1463Approximately 3.75 million counterfeit pills were confiscated, 
more than 18000 websites were shut down, and some 80 civilians are currently under 
investigation or arrest for a variety of offences, such as operating a laboratory producing 
counterfeit medicines and operating websites selling illegal medicines.1464 The operation as a 
whole involved police, customs officers, and national regulatory authorities, and also required the 
help of corporations such as Mastercard, Visa, and PayPal.1465 

In the United Kingdom, officers from the MHRA, together with local police, arrested two people 
and raided ten addresses as a part of the operation.1466 Furthermore, the MHRA, in conjunction 
with the Border Force, seized more than 2.3 million doses of unlicensed medicine, worth 
approximately GBP3.8 million, including 68000 doses of counterfeit pills.1467 Since then, the 
MHRA has been working with local police forces and international partners to tackle spam emails 
regarding counterfeit medicines. 

In February 2013, the MHRA announced that only medicines that have been licensed for sale in 
the UK and labeled in English can be sold and supplied legally in the UK.1468 This official 
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January 2013. http://www.mhra.gov.uk/home/groups/ei/documents/websiteresources/con149816.pdf.  
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guidance came as a response to the drastic increase in unlicensed medicines originating in Poland 
and Eastern Europe, being sold in the UK. The MHRA hopes that this guidance will overcome 
any misunderstanding about product status.1469 

By drafting a national strategy to combat illicit medical products, working with international 
stakeholders, and aiding in INTERPOL’s efforts to curb rogue Internet pharmacy sites, the United 
Kingdom has fully complied with the stated commitment and thus has earned a score of +1. 

Analyst: David Cosolo 

United States: +1 
The United States has complied with its commitment to exchange information on rogue internet 
pharmacy sites in accordance with national law and has shared the practices it deems best for 
combating counterfeit medical products with other members of the G8. Notably, the United States 
continues to engage in international forums on pharmaceutical crime.1470  It also persists in 
collaborating with INTERPOL and other international organizations’ efforts to combat the online 
presence of counterfeit drugs.1471 

On 28 September 2012, officials from the United States participated in a conference called 
Partnership for Safe Medicines Interchange 2012.1472 This annually held conference brought 
together policymakers, law enforcement, healthcare partners, pharmaceutical manufacturers, and 
anti-counterfeiting groups to discuss the public health risks of counterfeit drugs and potential 
solutions to the problem, with particular attention paid to online sales.1473 A keynote speaker for 
the conference was Food and Drug Administration (FDA) commissioner Margaret Hamburg.1474 
Other government officials from the United States and the United Kingdom were also present.1475 

From 25 September to 2 October 2012, the United States took part in an international effort to 
combat the sale of illegal medicines online called Operation Pangea V.1476 Coordinated by 
INTERPOL in partnership with several other international organizations, this annual operation 
tackled the online distribution of counterfeit and illicit medicines, and served to raise awareness 
about the hazards associated with purchasing medicines online.1477 The participants of this event 

                                                        
1469 Press Release: MHRA concerned over increase in sales of unlicensed European medicines in the UK, 
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included customs, health regulators, national police, and private sector affiliates from 100 
countries.1478 

The operation targeted the three key components used to carry out illegal trade by websites: the 
Internet Service Providers (ISPs), the payment systems, and the delivery service.1479 As a result of 
this effort, 3.75 million illicit and counterfeit pills, valued at approximately USD10.5 million, 
were confiscated.1480 In addition, more than 18 000 websites were shut down, 133 000 packages 
were inspected, and 6700 packages were confiscated.1481 Investigations and arrests of about 80 
individuals for a range of offenses are ongoing as well.1482 

In the United States, Operation Pangea V helped further another effort called Project Bitter 
Pill.1483 The rise of illegal medications in the United States has increased the risk to consumers in 
the United States.1484 Project Bitter Pill was conducted as part of Operation in Our Sites, and 
managed by the National IPR Coordination Center, with the participation of the FDA, Customs 
and Boarder Protection, Immigration Customs Enforcement, Federal Bureau of Investigation, and 
the Department of Justice. Private companies such as Legitscript, Visa, Mastercard, and Paypal 
also assisted in identifying individuals and blocking payments connected to these illicit 
dealings.1485 

Among the falsified drugs seized in the United States during Bitter Pill were acne medications, 
antibiotics, and erectile dysfunction medications, to name a few.1486 Furthermore, according to the 
ICE, 686 domain names have been seized by Homeland Security as part of this project for 
engaging in illicit online pharmaceuticals activities.1487 According to an FDA announcement, the 
FDA sent warning letters to 4100 companies during Operation Pangea V.1488 The director for 
FDA’s Office of Criminal Investigation stated that, “because these criminals do not respect 
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international borders […] international cooperation is the best way to protect the American public 
from the risk of unsafe drugs.”1489 

To that end, from 19-21 November 2012, representatives from the United States met with other 
members of the World Health Organizations (WHO) to discuss the role of international 
collaboration in the fight against falsified medical products.1490 At the conclusion of the meeting, 
a work-plan necessitating the collaboration of national authorities to fight the distribution of 
counterfeit medical products was agreed upon.1491 Further, the representatives established a global 
committee comprised of two delegates from each WHO region to ensure the work-plan was 
implemented.1492 

From 22 to 23 October 2012, representatives from the FDA participated in a conference on 
‘Pharmacrime’ organized by EUCOJUST and several partners.1493 The conference was entitled 
“Methodologies for investigations on medicines, including falsified medicinal products, sold 
illegally over the internet.”1494 The objectives of the conference were “to discuss and improve 
new guidelines on investigation methods against falsified medicines” and “to reinforce 
networking among European investigators.” 1495  Before the conference, a draft guide on 
investigation methodologies for internet falsified drug related crime was distributed to all 
participants. 

After the conference, the guide was updated with the views and suggestions of the delegates, and 
prepared for publication and distribution to select European Union (EU) authorities.1496 Listed as 
attendees of the conference were Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland, France, 
Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, 
Portugal, Romania, the Slovak Republic, the Republic of Slovenia, Sweden, United Kingdom, the 
United States, INTERPOL, and IRACM.1497 Officers in charge of medicine investigations where 
the internet is a crime facilitator were encouraged to attend.1498 
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According to the agenda of the ‘Pharmacrime’ conference, Special Agent Daniel Burke from the 
FDA’s Office of Criminal Investigation led four discussions on the best practises for identifying 
and holding accountable illicit internet pharmacies.1499 On 22 October 2012, Burke discussed the 
identification process of illegal pharmaceutical websites.1500 His main talking points on this 
matter involved target selection, single website and complex online pharmacy networks, affiliate 
networks and core networks, reactive and proactive approaches, as well as focus areas for 
assessing web sites.1501 Later in the day, Burke also led a forum on identifying individuals 
responsible for such websites, in which he discussed anonymity on the internet, borders and 
jurisdiction, as well as basic tools to identify website owners.1502 On 23 October 2012, Burke led 
a discussion on the financial facets of online pharmacies.1503 When discussing the financial 
systems of online pharmacies, Burke focused on concerns relating to money trails, supporting 
financial systems, payment processors, and banking institutions.1504 At the conclusion of the 
conference, Burke also co-led a discussion on how to improve policies and practises based on the 
intelligence acquired from INTERPOL’s Operation PANGEA V.1505 

Thus, the United States has been awarded a score of +1 for its engagement in international forums 
on online pharmaceutical crime and its contributions to the efforts of INTERPOL’s Operation 
Pangea V. 

Analyst: Andrea Farquharson 

European Union: +1 
The European Union has completely complied with its commitment to protect public health and 
consumer safety. It has exchanged information on rogue internet pharmacy sites with other 
nations and organizations, and it has also shared a solution to combat counterfeit medical 
products. 

On 7-8 May 2012, Germany hosted its the third annual conference on counterfeit medicines, at 
the University of Würzburg. At this conference, the EU was allocated a session of time to 
deliberate its directive on mock medicines and methods on how best to rectify the situation. The 
EU also discussed its “revised EU good distribution practice guide.” In attendance were 
individuals from some G8 nations, along with a participant from the United States via 
videoconferencing. The conference focused on everything from current challenges to solutions, 
and included case studies as well.1506 
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Between 25 September 2012 and 2 October 2012 the European Union, in participation with 
INTERPOL, EUROPOL, and various other G8 nations globally executed Operation Pangea 
V.1507,1508 This collaborative effort resulted in the closure of thousands of illegal pharmaceutical 
websites.1509 

The EU has participated in a joint effort with other nations, and organizations, in an exchange of 
information relating to rogue internet pharmacy sites. It has also shared methods to solve this 
problem. Thus, the EU receives a score of +1 for its compliance with both parts of the 
commitment. 

Analyst: Kriti Bhatt 
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