
 

G8 Research Group Final Compliance Report, June 12, 2006 185 

Renewable Energy 

Commitment: 

We resolved to take action to meet the challenges we face. The Gleneagles Plan of Action which 
we have agreed demonstrates our commitment. “We will take measures to develop markets for 
clean energy technologies, to increase their availability in developing countries, and to help 
vulnerable communities adapt to the impact of climate change.” 

-Chairman’s Summary (final press conference)1026 

Background: 

In the wake of rising oil prices, a growing demand of energy, and the need for sustainable 
development in the developing world, access to renewable energy is a key priority for all G8 
member-states. These commitments dovetail with recognition to limit greenhouse gases (GHGs), 
of the negative impacts of climate change, and to adapt to new environmental realties. With the 
exception of the United States (US), these commitments also support the G8 member-states 
commitments to meet the targets of the Kyoto Protocol on Climate Change. The projected rise in 
the demand for energy in developing countries, particularly India and China, will make energy 
security one of the main issues on the agenda in July at the St. Petersburg G8 Summit in Russia. 

Team Leader: Adam Sheikh 

Assessment: 

  Lack of Compliance 
-1 

Work in Progress 
0 

Full Compliance 
+1 

Canada   +1 
France   +1 
Germany   +1 
Italy   +1 
Japan   +1 
Russia   +1 
United Kingdom   +1 
United States   +1 
European Union   +1 
Overall   1.00 

Individual Country Compliance Breakdown: 

1. Canada: +1 

Canada has complied with their G8 renewable energy commitment by participating in several 
international meetings and conferences to promote the development of markets for clean energy 
technologies, their availability in developing countries, and helping vulnerable communities 
adapt to the impact of climate change. For instance, on 24 September 2005 Canadian 
                                                
1026 Chair’s Summery by Tony Blair, 2005 G8 Gleneagles Summit (Gleneagles), 8 July 2005. Accessed: 11 January 
2006. www.g7.utoronto.ca/summit/2005gleneagles/summary.html. 
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representatives participated in a meeting at the World Bank to launch an Investment Framework 
for clean energy and sustainable development. This framework convenes, among others, “senior 
representatives from regional development banks … and technology companies to explore 
practical solutions for achieving a less carbon intensive and more climate resilient development 
path” for developing countries.1027 Canada also sent a delegation to the first Ministerial meeting 
of the Dialogue on Climate Change, Clean Energy, and Sustainable Development in London. 
This meeting explored the possibility to promote “wider access to cleaner energy technologies,” 
prioritized areas for “cooperation between developed and developing countries,” and 
acknowledged the need for “incentives [to encourage] private sector investment.”1028 On 19 
September former Environment Minister Stéphane Dion reaffirmed Canada’s commitment to 
develop “initiatives in renewable energy along with targeted programs and tax incentives for 
environmental technologies.”1029 

In November 2005, former Environment Minister Dion attended the Beijing International 
Renewable Energy Conference. 1030  Here, Minister Dion outlined Canada’s leadership on 
renewable energy, stating that 60% of Canada’s electricity, which is 18% of its primary energy, 
comes from renewable sources.1031 

From 24 November to 9 December 2005, Canada hosted the UN Climate Change Conference. 
The conference brought together parties of the UNFCCC and the Kyoto Protocol signatories, 
both of which seek to recognize the importance of the developed world to “encourage the 
participation of developing countries in global efforts to combat climate change.”1032 The 
Conference adopted the Marrakech Accords stressing the importance of capacity building and 
“developing innovative technologies through public and private sector involvement.”1033 At the 
conference, Canada also committed to a declaration encouraging signing parties “to consider 
issues related to the Arctic region[’s]… vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.”1034 As a 
continuation of the Aboriginal and Northern Communities Action Plan, former Minister Dion 
also reaffirmed Canada’s support of “a targeted science and research program focused on … 

                                                
1027 Work on Investment Framework for Clean Energy and Sustainable Development Launched: Finance and 
Development Ministers Address Climate Change (Washington), 24 September 2005. Accessed: 18 January 2006. 
web.worldbank.org/WBSITE/EXTERNAL/NEWS/ 
0,,contentMDK:20660008~menuPK:34463~pagePK:34370~piPK:34424~theSitePK:4607,00.html. 
1028 Chairman’s Conclusions, Ministerial meeting of the Dialogue on Climate Change, Clean Energy and Sustainable 
Development, 10 Downing Street (London), 1 November 2005. Accessed: 18 January 2006. 
ff.org/centers/csspp/library/co2weekly/20051117/20051128_04.html.  
1029 Address by Environment Minister on cutting megatons of GHGs, Department of Environment (Ottawa), 19 
September 2005. Accessed: 12 January 2006. www.ec.gc.ca/minister/speeches/2005/ 
050915_s_e.htm.  
1030 Renewable Energy Way to Future, 2005 Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference. Accessed 25 June 
2006. www.birec2005.cn 
1031 Renewable Energy: A Central Piece in the Sustainability Puzzle, Address by the Honourable Stephane Dion 
(Beijing), November 7 2005. Accessed: June 29 2006. www.beijing.gc.ca/beijing/en/2024.htm 
1032 Developing Countries, Canada and the Kyoto Protocol, Government of Canada (Ottawa), July 2001. Accessed: 
January 2006. www.climatechange.gc.ca/cop/cop6_hague/english/developing_e/html. 
1033 The Energy and Resources Institute (New Delhi), February 2002. Accessed: 16 January 2006. 
www.teriin.org/climate/cop7.htm.  
1034 Statement on Climate Change in the Arctic Region, United Nations Climate Change Conference COP 11 and 
COP/MOP1 (Montreal), 9 December 2005. Accessed: 11 January 2006. www.ec.gc.ca/press/2005/051209_s_e.htm. 
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climate change impacts and adaptation, and the health and well-being of northern 
communities.”1035 

On March 15-16 2006 Canada reaffirmed its G8 commitments by participating in a meeting of 
the G8 Energy Ministers in Moscow. This meeting underscored efforts “aimed at wider use of 
renewable and alternative energies, development and implementation of innovative energy 
technologies”, and acknowledged the importance of “a significant reduction of the gap in energy 
supply between developed and undersupplied less-developed countries” as an imperative to 
global energy security.1036 

Analyst: Katherine Kinley 

2. France: +1 

The French government fulfilled its G8 renewable energy commitments to develop markets for 
clean energy technologies. In August 2005 President Jacques Chirac called for a “loi-
programme” authorizing the government to take measures which involve expenditures for 
research and development spanning several financial years.1037 By enacting such legislative 
proceedings, President Chirac intends to stimulate “research programmes addressing the crucial 
challenges presented by the environment and climate change: for example, the fuel cell, solar 
energy and the clean car.”1038 At an announcement in Reims, the President also highlighted his 
intension to fund the “development of new technologies” such as the ITER project which “will 
open new avenues towards the development of an energy which is almost unlimited and has no 
impact on the climate.”1039 

On 14 November French Prime Minister Dominique de Villepin announced “Plan Climat 2005,” 
further committing France to developing markets for clean energy technologies and increasing 
their availability in developing countries.1040 De Villepin restated France’s commitment to clean 
technologies in the Rhone-Alps region with support of UK firm EDF, and encouraged French 

                                                
1035 Address by Environment Minister at the Opening Ceremony Arctic Day Parallel Event United Nations Climate 
Change Conference, Department of Environment (Montreal), 6 December 2005. Accessed: 12 January 2006. 
www.ec.gc.ca/minister/speeches/2005/051206_s_e.htm. 
1036 Chair's Statement of G8 Energy Ministerial Meeting (Moscow), 16 March 2006. Accessed: 19 May 2006. 
www.g8.utoronto.ca/energy/energy060316.html. 
1037 Speech by President Jacques Chirac on research and policy for industry, Présidence de la République (Reims), 
30 August 2005. Accessed: 15 January 2006. www.elysee.fr/elysee/anglais/ 
speeches_and_documents/2005/research_and_policy_for_industry_speech_by_m_jacques_ 
chirac.31311.html. 
1038 Speech by President Jacques Chirac on research and policy for industry, Présidence de la République (Reims), 
30 August 2005. Accessed: 15 January 2006. www.elysee.fr/elysee/anglais/speeches_and_documents/2005/ 
research_and_policy_for_industry_speech_by_m_jacques_chirac.31311.html. 
1039 Speech by President Jacques Chirac on research and policy for industry, Présidence de la République (Reims), 
30 August 2005. Accessed: 15 January 2006. www.elysee.fr/elysee/anglais/ 
speeches_and_documents/2005/research_and_policy_for_industry_speech_by_m_jacques_ 
chirac.31311.html. 
1040 Intervention du Premier ministre aux rendez-vous “Climat 2005,” Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 14 
Novembre 2005. Accessed: 13 January 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/acteurs/ 
interventions-premier-ministre_9/discours_498/intervention-premier-ministre-rendez_54371.html. 
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companies to continue their investment in wind and solar power.1041 He also promised a tax 
credit increase of 50% to private individuals who repurchase electricity from solar panels, and a 
doubling of the tax credit for collective, tertiary and industrial solar panel installations.1042 
Finally, de Villepin reiterated the need to develop international partnerships for sustainable 
development through research, innovation, and clean technologies.1043 

Moreover, on 5 April 2006 Minister of Agriculture and Fisheries Dominique Bussereau and 
Industry Minister François Loos made a presentation to the EU Council of Ministers promoting 
the use of biomass as a source of energy, and encouraging the reduction GHG emissions.1044 
Minister Bussereau announced the "biocombustible" plan which, among other things, will 
increase the production of renewable heat and electricity by 50% by 2010 and create 
“biocentrales” for cogeneration to create an additional 1 000 megawatts of electric power.1045 

On December 7 2005, President Chirac attended the Montreal UN Climate Change Conference 
pledging to increasing the availability of clean technologies in developing countries and help 
vulnerable communities adapt to the impact of climate change. France endorsed the conference’s 
adoption of the Marrakech Accords which stress the importance of capacity building and 
“developing innovative technologies through public and private sector involvement.”1046 In 
addition, the President articulated the need for scientific cooperation to “develop new energy 
sources, cleaner technologies, [and] …help poor countries cope with the consequences of climate 
change.”1047 At the end of the conference, France also committed to a statement on Climate 
Change in the Arctic Region which encouraged signing parties “to consider issues related to the 
Arctic region[’s]… vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.”1048 

                                                
1041 Intervention du Premier ministre aux rendez-vous “Climat 2005,” Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 14 
Novembre 2005. Accessed: 13 January 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/acteurs/ 
interventions-premier-ministre_9/discours_498/intervention-premier-ministre-rendez_54371.html. 
1042 Intervention du Premier ministre aux rendez-vous “Climat 2005,” Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 14 
Novembre 2005. Accessed: 13 January 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/acteurs/ 
interventions-premier-ministre_9/discours_498/intervention-premier-ministre-rendez_54371.html. 
1043 Intervention du Premier ministre aux rendez-vous “Climat 2005,” Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 14 
Novembre 2005. Accessed: 13 January 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/acteurs/ 
interventions-premier-ministre_9/discours_498/intervention-premier-ministre-rendez_54371.html. 
1044 Bio-Economie: Project de Valorisation de la Biomasse, Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 5 April 2006. 
Accessed: 29 May 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/information/actualites_20/ 
bio-economie-projet-valorisation_55703.html. 
1045 Bio-Economie: Project de Valorisation de la Biomasse, Bureau du Premier Ministre (Paris), 5 April 2006. 
Accessed: 29 May 2006. www.premier-ministre.gouv.fr/information/actualites_20/ 
bio-economie-projet-valorisation_55703.html. 
1046 The Energy and Resources Institute (New Delhi), February 2002. Accessed: 16 January 2006. 
www.teriin.org/climate/cop7.htm.  
1047 Speech by President Jacques Chirac at the Eleventh session of the Conference of the parties to the Climate 
Change Convention, Présidence de la République (Montreal), 7 December 2005. Accessed: 15 January 2006. 
www.elysee.fr/elysee/anglais/speeches_and_documents/2005/message_from_m_jacques 
_chirac_president_of_the_republic_at_the_eleventh_session_ot_the_conference_of_the_parties_to_the_climate_cha
nge_convention.37258.html. 
1048 Statement on Climate Change in the Arctic Region, United Nations Climate Change Conference 
COP 11 and COP/MOP1 (Montreal), 9 December 2005. Accessed: 11 January 2006. 
www.ec.gc.ca/press/2005/051209_s_e.htm. 
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The government of France also reaffirmed its G8 commitments on March 15-16 2006 by 
participating in a meeting of the G8 Energy Ministers in Moscow. This meeting underscored 
efforts “aimed at wider use of renewable and alternative energies, development and 
implementation of innovative energy technologies,” and acknowledged the importance of “a 
significant reduction of the gap in energy supply between developed and undersupplied less-
developed countries” as an imperative to global energy security.1049 

Analyst: Adam Sheikh 

3. Germany: +1 

The German government complied with its G8 renewable energy commitments. In a policy 
statement to the German Bundestag, Chancellor Angela Merkel reiterated the importance of a 
sound energy policy with a “high degree of environmental compatibility.”1050 Chancellor Merkel 
also pledged to “canvass strongly for climate protection projects in line with the Kyoto Protocol” 
during trips abroad and promote the export of German technologies in the energy field.1051 

The German Government played a key role to support the Chinese Government’s hosting of the 
Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference from 7-8 November 2005.1052 At the 
conference, the former German Federal Minister for the Environment, Nature Conservation, and 
Nuclear Safety Jurgen Trittin reaffirmed Germany’s leading role as a promoter of renewable 
energy, and encouraged more research and development to increase demand and reduce market 
costs.1053 The Beijing Conference resulted in the Beijing Declaration on Renewable Energy For 
Sustainable Development. 1054  All government representatives in attendance pledged to 
“substantially increase with a sense of urgency the global share of renewable energy in the total 
energy supply.”1055 They also emphasized the need for further international cooperation in 
developing nations to enhance national capacities for research and development, and establish 
markets for renewable energy.1056 

                                                

1049 Chair's Statement of G8 Energy Ministerial Meeting (Moscow), 16 March 2006. Accessed: 19 May 2006. 
www.g8.utoronto.ca/energy/energy060316.html. 
1050 Policy Statement by German Chancellor Angela Merkel in the German Bundestag (Berlin), 30 November 2005. 
Accessed: 20 December 2005. www.bundesregierung.de/en/-,10001.929347/ 
regierungserklaerung/Policy-Statement-by-Federal-Ch.htm.  
1051 Policy Statement by German Chancellor Angela Merkel in the German Bundestag (Berlin), 30 November 2005. 
Accessed: 20 December 2005. www.bundesregierung.de/en/-,10001.929347/ 
regierungserklaerung/Policy-Statement-by-Federal-Ch.htm. 
1052 Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference 2005: List of Organizers. Accessed: 3 January 2006. 
www.birec2005.cn/news_show.asp?ClassId=1&id=3.  
1053 Address by German former Federal Minister Jurgen Trotten at Beijing International Renewable Energy 
Conference (Beijing), 8 November 2005. Accessed: 30 December 2005. 
www.birec2005.cn/pdf/%B1%D5%C4%BB%CA%BD%20d%20Trittin%D3%A2%CE%C4.pdf. 
1054 Address by German former Federal Minister Jurgen Trotten at Beijing International Renewable Energy 
Conference, 8 November 2005. Accessed: 30 December 2005. 
www.birec2005.cn/pdf/%B1%D5%C4%BB%CA%BD%20d%20Trittin%D3%A2%CE%C4.pdf. 
1055 Beijing Declaration on Renewable Energy For Sustainable Development (Beijing), 8 November 2005. Accessed: 
3 January 2006. www.birec2005.cn/news_show.asp?ClassId=16&id=35. 
1056 Beijing Declaration on Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development (Beijing), 8 November 2005. Accessed: 
3 January 2006. www.birec2005.cn/news_show.asp?ClassId=16&id=35.  
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Germany, in partnership with the United States, formed a Working Group on Energy, 
Development, and Climate Change whose inaugural meeting took place 12 August 2005 in 
Berlin.1057 Representatives from both countries resolved to “strengthen donor cooperation in 
developing countries consistent with the G8 Gleneagles Plan of Action.”1058 

The German government participated in several international meetings and conferences to 
promote the availability of energy technologies in developing countries and help vulnerable 
communities adapt to the impact of climate change. At the Montreal Climate Change Conference 
form 28 November to 9 December 2005, German Environment, Nature Conservation, and 
Nuclear Safety Minister Sigmar Gabriel, under Chancellor Merkel, announced that the German 
government “is ready to move forward on our commitments under 3.9 of the [Kyoto] Protocol” 
and called for the establishment of carbon markets by 2012.1059 Minister Gabriel also announced 
that the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) “is an important guarantee for technology 
transfer and sustainable development,” and pledged US$1million to fund the Executive 
Board.1060 Moreover, Minister Gabriel reaffirmed Germany’s commitment to renewable energy, 
stating that for environmental and economic reasons “the national and global expansion of 
renewable energies is a high priority” for the new German Government.1061 Germany also 
committed to a declaration to encourage signing parties “to consider issues related to the Arctic 
region[’s]… vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.”1062 

At the Second Sino-German Environmental Forum held in Qingdao, China in January 2006, the 
bilateral meeting culminated in the “Qingdao Initiative.” This declaration between the German 
and Chinese governments stated their intention to further their bilateral environmental 
cooperation into a “strategic partnership” for the development of sustainable energy supply.1063 

                                                

1057 United States, Germany Convene Panel on Energy, Climate Change, United States Department of State 
(Washington), 19 August 2005. Accessed: 28 December 2005.  
 usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/Aug/22-678299.html.  
1058 United States, Germany Convene Panel on Energy, Climate Change, United States Department of State 
(Washington), 19 August 2005. Accessed: 28 December 2005.  
 usinfo.state.gov/gi/Archive/2005/Aug/22-678299.html. 
1059 Speech by German Federal Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel in the Plenary Session of Ministerial Segment, 
UN Climate Change Conference (Montreal), 7 December 2005. Accessed: 3 January 2006. 
www.ottawa.diplo.de/en/05/Umweltpolitik/datei__gabriel__e,property=Daten.pdf. 
1060 Speech by German Federal Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel in the Plenary Session of Ministerial Segment, 
UN Climate Change Conference (Montreal), 7 December 2005. Accessed: 3 January 2006. 
www.ottawa.diplo.de/en/05/Umweltpolitik/datei__gabriel__e,property=Daten.pdf. 
1061 Statement by German Federal Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel at the UN Climate Change Conference 
(Montreal), 7 December 2005. Accessed: 2 January 2006. 
www.bmu.de/english/press_statements_speeches/doc/36381.php.  
1062 Statement on Climate Change in the Arctic Region, United Nations Climate Change Conference 
COP 11 and COP/MOP1 (Montreal), 9 December 2005. Accessed: 11 January 2006. 
www.ec.gc.ca/press/2005/051209_s_e.htm. 
1063 Statement on the opening of the Sino-German Environmental Forum: Qingdao Initiative for a ‘strategic 
partnership in environmental protection, Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety 
(Berlin), 12 January 2006. Accessed: 16 May 2006. www.erneuerbare-energien.de/inhalt/36537/. 
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The Forum also resulted in the development of joint environmental ventures between Chinese 
and German firms, including plans for wind and solar power generation in China.1064 

In a speech at the American Council in New York, Minister Gabriel stated that “no one side — 
neither the OECD countries nor the emerging countries — will be able to master the energy and 
raw material crises alone.”1065 He further reinforced the need for cooperation between the 
developed and developing world in order to adapt to climate change. Highlighting the CDM, 
Minister Gabriel stated that “Germany plans to considerably expand CDM cooperation to ensure 
a rapid reduction in climate gas emissions in as many regions of the world as possible.”1066 

Analyst: Matthew Chomyn 

4. Italy: +1 

The Italian government achieved full compliance with its G8 renewable energy commitments. 
As co-organizer the Mediterranean Renewable Energy Partnership (MEDREP) by the Italian 
Ministry for the Environment and Territory, Italy has developed markets for clean technologies 
in both developed and developing Mediterranean countries.1067 The principle goals of the Italian 
government are to bring sustainable energy services to rural populations and increase the amount 
of renewable energy along the Mediterranean.1068 In October 2005 Italy hosted the Photovoltaic 
Mediterranean Conference to promote solar electricity as a source of clean energy. At the 
conference Environment and Territory Minister Altero Matteoli1069 and the President of the 
Regione Sicilia, Salvatore Caffaro, reiterated Italy’s commitment to renewable energies in 
Mediterranean countries by building “strong cooperative links to create the basis for an effective 
economy linked to the use of renewable energy sources.”1070 

Italy also demonstrated a commitment to renewable energy through a two-day energy event in 
the province of Teramo, which included an action plan to increase renewable energy awareness. 
This two-step environmental action plan will analyze energy data in the region and reduce 

                                                

1064 Statement on the opening of the Sino-German Environmental Forum: Qingdao Initiative for a ‘strategic 
partnership in environmental protection, Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety 
(Berlin), 12 January 2006. Accessed: 16 May 2006. www.erneuerbare-energien.de/inhalt/36537/. 
1065 Speech by German Federal Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel on Modern Environmental Policy and Energy 
Security, Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (New York) 12 May 2006. Accessed: 
18 May 2006. www.bmu.de/english/press_statements_speeches/doc/37120.php. 
1066 Speech by German Federal Environment Minister Sigmar Gabriel on Modern Environmental Policy and Energy 
Security, Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation, and Nuclear Safety (New York) 12 May 2006. Accessed: 
18 May 2006. www.bmu.de/english/press_statements_speeches/doc/37120.php. 
1067 Gleneagles Plan of Action: Climate Change, Clean Energy, and Sustainable Development, 2005 G8 Gleneagles 
Summit (Gleneagles), 7 July 2005. Accessed: 4 January 2006. 
www.g8.gov.uk/Files/KFile/PostG8_Gleneagles_CCChangePlanofAction.pdf.  
1068 Mediterranean Renewable Energy Programme, Ministry for the Environment and Territory (Rome), 6 October 
2005. Accessed: 4 January 2006. www.pvmed.org/index.php?id=31.  
1069 Mediterranean Renewable Energy Programme, Ministry for the Environment and Territory (Rome), 6 October 
2005. Accessed: 13 January 2006. www.pvmed.org/index.php?id=6.  
1070 Address by the Honorable Salvatore Cuffaro, 1st Photovoltaic Mediterranean Conference (Catania), 5-6 October 
2005. Accessed: 19 January 2006. www.pvmed.org/fileadmin/documents/pdf/Cuffaro%20_EN.pdf.  
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carbon dioxide emissions through the implementation of renewable energy sources.1071 Special 
provisions were made to assist vulnerable communities by hiring inexperienced international 
workers.1072 

Italy has taken measures to develop a strong market for renewable energy through a series of 
conferences which emphasize opening renewable energy systems to citizens under the title “I 
Giorni delle Rinnovabili: Impianti Aperti ai Cittadini.” The first conference held on 15 May 
2006 emphasized the need for accessible public renewable energy systems by raising public 
knowledge on the feasibility of solar and other renewable energy sources.1073 The conference 
encouraged co-operation with large and small companies to develop markets for clean energy 
technologies.1074 Italy also hosted a conference on photovoltaic energy on 20 and 21 May 2006 
to educate the public on photovoltaic energy through information initiatives and local events.1075 

At the G8 Gleneagles Summit Italy accepted the responsibility to lead a Global Bio-energy 
Partnership to “promote collaboration between developed and developing countries, and propose 
solutions to the issues of trade barriers,” market development, and the sharing of new research 
and technologies.1076 Italy’s Global Bio-energy Partnership has not yet materialized since the 
July 2005 Summit. Nevertheless, in November 2005 Director General of the Italian Ministry of 
Environment and Territory Corrado Clini emphasized his support of the Global Bio-energy 
Partnership, the need to create markets for renewables, and build international programs for the 
adaptation to climate change in developing countries.1077 

The Italian government also reaffirmed its G8 commitments on March 15-16 2006 by 
participating in a meeting of the G8 Energy Ministers in Moscow. This meeting underscored 
efforts “aimed at wider use of renewable and alternative energies, development and 
implementation of innovative energy technologies,” and acknowledged the importance of “a 

                                                

1071 Regional Sustainable Development Plan Launched During Teramo Energy Days, Sustainable Energy Europe 
2005-2008, European Commission (Brussels), 29 March 2006. Accessed: 25 May 2006. 
www.sustenergy.org/tpl/page.cfm?pageName=news#news_060329_teramoedays.  
1072 Regional Sustainable Development Plan Launched During Teramo Energy Days, Sustainable Energy Europe 
2005-2008, European Commission (Brussels), 29 March 2006. Accessed: 25 May 2006. 
www.sustenergy.org/tpl/page.cfm?pageName=news#news_060329_teramoedays. 
1073 I Citta’ Solari: Fonti Rinnovabili ed Efficienza Energetica negli edifici per vivere in un ambiente urbano 
sostenibile, Ises Italia, 15 May 2006 (Rome). Accessed: 3 June 2006. 
www.isesitalia.it/hp_gdr_2006_03.html#conv05.  
1074 I Citta’ Solari: Fonti Rinnovabili ed Efficienza Energetica negli edifici per vivere in un ambiente urbano 
sostenibile, Ises Italia, 15 May 2006 (Rome). Accessed: 3 June 2006. 
www.isesitalia.it/hp_gdr_2006_03.html#conv05. 
1075 Entra in un’oasi energetica, Ises Italia, Ises Italia (Rome), 21 May 2006. Accessed: 3 June 2006. 
www.isesitalia.it/hp_gdr_2006_02.html  
1076 UK Presidency G8 Factsheet: Renewables, 2005 G8 Gleneagles Summit (Gleneagles), 7 July 2005. Accessed: 4 
January 2006. www.fco.gov.uk/Files/kfile/5%20Renewables,0.doc.  
1077 Energy Emission: The Challenge of Climate change, Embassy Magazine (Ottawa), 23 November 2005. 
Accessed: 19 January 2006. 
www.embassymag.ca/html/index.php?display=story&full_path=/2005/november/23/challenge/.  
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significant reduction of the gap in energy supply between developed and undersupplied less-
developed countries” as an imperative to global energy security.1078 

Analyst: Joanna Dafoe 

5. Japan: +1 

The government of Japan has taken several steps to comply with their G8 renewable energy 
commitments in both the domestic and international sphere. At Gleneagles, Japan publicized a 
policy document outlining their climate change initiatives and commitment to the Millennium 
Development Goals to diffuse energy-efficient and environment-friendly technologies to 
developing countries.1079 Japan pledged to continue its contribution to the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) “to set up international benchmark[s] for assessing sectoral energy-efficiency 
performance and to promote research in the related fields.”1080 

Japan participated in numerous international conferences and meetings to increase the 
availability of clean energy technologies markets in both developed and developing countries. 
For instance, on 24 September 2005 Finance Minister Sadakazu Tanigaki participated in a 
meeting at the World Bank to launch an Investment Framework for Clean Energy and 
Sustainable Development. This framework convenes, among others, “senior representatives from 
regional development banks … and technology companies to explore practical solutions for 
achieving a less carbon intensive and more climate resilient development path” for developing 
countries.1081 On 1 November 2005 Japanese representatives attended the first Ministerial 
meeting of the Dialogue on Climate Change, Clean Energy, and Sustainable Development in 
London. This meeting, explored the possibility to promote “wider access to cleaner energy 
technologies,” prioritized areas for “cooperation between developed and developing countries,” 
and acknowledged the need for “incentives [to encourage] private sector investment.”1082 Japan 
also sent a delegation from 24 November to 9 December 2005 to the Montreal UN Climate 
Change Conference which adopted the Marrakech Accords stressing the importance of capacity 
building and “developing innovative technologies through public and private sector 
involvement.”1083 Finally, on 12 January 2006 at the ASEAN Regional Forum in Sydney, 
Australia, Japan joined six other developed countries in launching the Asia-Pacific Partnership 
for Clean Development and Climate. This partnership aims to develop existing and emerging 
                                                
1078 Chair's Statement of G8 Energy Ministerial Meeting (Moscow), 16 March 2006. Accessed: 19 May 2006. 
www.g8.utoronto.ca/energy/energy060316.html. 
1079 Japan’s Climate Change Initiative, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo), July 2005. Accessed: 
January 16 2006. www.mofa.go.jp/policy/environment/warm/cop/initiative.pdf. 
1080 Japan’s Climate Change Initiative, The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan (Tokyo), July 2005. Accessed: 
January 16 2006. www.mofa.go.jp/policy/environment/warm/cop/initiative.pdf. 
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“cleaner, more efficient technologies and practices among the Partners through concrete and 
substantial cooperation.”1084 

Furthermore, from 20 to 21 October 2005 Japan hosted the Fourth Informal Meeting on Further 
Actions Against Climate Change in Tokyo. Participants highlighted the significance of, and the 
need to improve the CDM System as a means to encourage sustainable development through 
cleaner energy technologies.1085 

Environment Minister Yuriko Koike also announced a domestic policy, the Kyoto Protocol 
Target Achievement Plan, in September 2005 at the Preparatory Meeting of Ministers for the 
Eleventh Session of the Conference of the Parties to the UN Framework Convention on Climate 
Change (COP11) and the First Session of the Conference of the Parties Serving as the Meeting of 
the Parties to the Kyoto Protocol (COP/MOP1) in Ottawa, Canada. This domestic policy 
includes the Team Minus 6% initiative that encourages “all Japanese people [to] tackle global 
warming” through a six-step action plan which, among other things, encourages the development 
of markets for clean energy technologies.1086 

On March 15-16 2006 the government of Japan reaffirmed its G8 commitments by participating 
in a meeting of the G8 Energy Ministers in Moscow. This meeting underscored efforts “aimed at 
wider use of renewable and alternative energies, development and implementation of innovative 
energy technologies,” and acknowledged the importance of “a significant reduction of the gap in 
energy supply between developed and undersupplied less-developed countries” as an imperative 
to global energy security.1087 

Analyst: Katherine Kinley 

6. Russia: +1 

The Russian government fulfilled its G8 renewable energy commitments. Russian President 
Vladimir Putin assumed the G8 Presidency in 2006 and committed himself to the issue of 
renewable energy by identifying energy security as a one of three major focuses for the 
upcoming St. Petersburg summit.1088 At a Russian Security Council meeting in the Kremlin, 
President Putin stated that conserving energy as well as searching for break-through technologies 
and environmentally friendly energy sources are necessities for promoting energy security.1089 
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The President also stated that Russia is drafting the relevant initiatives and proposals in 
preparation for G8 discussions with full intention of partaking in their implementation.1090 

Russia has also participated in several international meetings and conferences to promote the 
development of markets for clean energy technologies, their availability in developing countries, 
and helping vulnerable communities adapt to the impact of climate change. For instance, on 24 
September 2005 Russian representatives participated in a meeting at the World Bank to launch 
an Investment Framework for clean energy and sustainable development. This framework 
convenes, among others, “senior representatives from regional development banks … and 
technology companies to explore practical solutions for achieving a less carbon intensive and 
more climate resilient development path” for developing countries.1091 Russian representatives 
also attended the first Ministerial meeting of the Dialogue on Climate Change, Clean Energy, 
and Sustainable Development in London. This meeting, explored the possibility to promote 
“wider access to cleaner energy technologies,” prioritized areas for “cooperation between 
developed and developing countries,” and acknowledged the need for “incentives [to encourage] 
private sector investment.”1092 Russia sent a delegation from 24 November to 9 December 2005 
to the Montreal UN Climate Change Conference which adopted the Marrakech Accords stressing 
the importance of capacity building and “developing innovative technologies through public and 
private sector involvement.” 1093  At the conference, Russia committed to a declaration 
encouraging signing parties “to consider issues related to the Arctic region[’s]… vulnerability 
and adaptation to climate change.”1094 Finally, in February 2006, Russia hosted the International 
Forum Hydrogen Technologies for Energy Production, which was attended by delegates of some 
of the G8 countries, India, Brazil, and China.1095  

President Putin reaffirmed his G8 commitments on 16 March 2006 at a pre-summit meeting with 
G8 Energy Ministers, stating his desire to “take steps to develop the production of energy using 
alternative and renewable resources… [and] to provide the developing countries with real 
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assistance in introducing effective and affordable energy technology, including technology based 
on renewable energy sources.”1096 

Analyst: Adam Sheikh 

7. United Kingdom: +1 

The United Kingdom (UK) government initiated many projects on renewable energy to develop 
the market for clean energy technologies and has thus registered full compliance with its 
Gleneagles commitment on renewable energy. In July 2005, the Department of Trade and 
Industry (DTI) and the Department of Environment, Food, and Rural Affairs published the 
Second Annual Report on the Implementation of the Energy White Paper.1097 The report 
announced the implementation of the Renewables Obligation Order, a new goal to achieve 
15.4% of energy within the UK from renewable sources by the year 2015/16.1098 As a result of 
this increased target for renewable energy, the Department of Trade and Industry anticipates 
increased investor confidence in renewable energy and the development of markets for clean 
energy technologies.1099 The report also published a list of funded renewable energy projects 
including: £42 million toward a large-scale wave and tidal farm, a ‘clear skies’ capital grants 
scheme for micro-hydro powered households, and £500 million toward Carbon Abatement 
Technologies.1100 The UK also continues to be the largest donor to the Renewable Energy and 
Energy Efficiency Partnership (REEEP), an NGO focusing on policy-related elements of 
renewable energy promotion.1101 

In April 2006 the United Kingdom government published a “Response to the Biomass Task 
Force Report” that emphasized the potential of bioenergy in “contributing to our renewable 
energy and climate change objectives.”1102 Among other initiatives, the report encouraged further 
use of Biomass through a grant scheme for biomass boilers and the introduction of building 
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regulations to improve biomass energy use.1103 Furthermore, in an attempt to educate the general 
public about renewable energy, in May 2006 the DTI commissioned a report to assess 
“awareness and attitudes to renewable energy amongst the general public in Great Britain, and 
determine influences on their opinions on this subject.” 1104 

At the All Energy conference in Aberdeen on 24 May 2006, Energy Minister Malcolm Wicks 
reaffirmed the UK government’s commitment to renewable energy: “The Government’s target is 
that 10% of the UK’s electricity will come from renewable sources by 2010.”1105 In particular 
Minister Wicks highlighted the Whitelee wind farm, which was approved in April 2006 and will 
be the largest onshore wind farm in Europe, as a positive initiative worthy of emulation.1106 
Minister Wicks also encouraged more localized generation of renewable energies, “such as 
micro wind turbines, solar panels and combined heat and power biomass boilers.” 1107 

At the 2006 Montreal UN Climate Change Conference, the UK adopted two decisions regarding 
the availability of clean energy technologies in developing countries.1108 The first, entitled 
Further Guidance Relating to the CDM, promotes the use of renewable biomass energy in 
developing countries as a means for Annex I countries to meet their Kyoto Protocol targets.1109 
The second decision entitled Guidance Relating to the CDM, will have the executive board of the 
UNFCCC agree on a definition of renewable energy sources in order to ensure a more consistent 
and systematic assessment of renewable energies in developing countries.1110 The UK also 
committed to a declaration to encourage signing parties “to consider issues related to the Arctic 
region[’s]… vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.”1111 

Analyst: Joanna Dafoe 
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8. United States: +1 

The United States government fully complied with their G8 renewable energy commitments. By 
enacting national legislation and funding several long-term projects, the US federal government 
committed itself to develop domestic markets for clean energy technologies. For instance, on 10 
August 2005 the US enacted the Transportation Equity Act (H.R. 3, H.Rept. 109-203) which 
“has provisions for clean (renewable) fuels, energy conservation, and advanced vehicle 
technologies.”1112 This legislation supports the 2005 Energy Policy Act which requires that the 
US government “obtain 7.5 percent of its electrical power from renewable sources of energy by 
2013.”1113 In order to facilitate this program, the US Department of Energy (DOE) announced 
that it “will provide federal energy managers, natural gas utilities, and manufacturers with 
training [and] instruction on commercially available energy efficiency and renewable energy 
technologies.”1114 Furthermore, on 15 July the US Department of Agriculture announced a 
“$11.4 million to guarantee loans to farmers, ranchers, and small rural businesses for renewable 
energy and energy efficiency projects.”1115 This was followed by another commitment on 9 
January 2006 to “provide more than $19 million in grants to support renewable energy 
projects.”1116 Many of the US’ national programs parallel their State commitments to develop 
markets for clear energy technologies including Massachusetts, Connecticut,1117 and Texas 
which enacted legislation to double its renewable energy requirement.1118 

In the State of the Union address on 31 January 2006, President Bush announced the Advanced 
Energy Initiative, which increases clean energy research at the DOE by 22%.1119 With increased 
investment the US governments will speed research in three promising areas: coal, solar and 
wind generated energy.1120 In the area of renewable energy, the United States will propose an 
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increase of $65 million to the Solar America Initiative and a $5 million increase for wind energy 
research in the 2007 budget. 1121 

The US government also demonstrated its commitment to increase the availability of clean 
energy technologies in developing countries and help vulnerable communities adapt to climate 
change. At the Beijing International Renewable Energy Conference on 7 November 2005, the 
US reiterated its commitment to reduce the price of renewable energy technologies to make them 
cost-competitive” and assure their widest possible use.1122 To fulfill this commitment the US, “in 
partnership with UNEP and others, … developed a ‘geospatial toolkit’ that helps users identify 
renewable energy technologies appropriate for their situation.”1123 

From 24 November to 9 December 2005 the US sent a delegation to the Montreal UN Climate 
Change Conference. The conference adopted the Marrakech Accords stressing the importance of 
capacity building and “developing innovative technologies through public and private sector 
involvement.”1124 In Montreal, Head Delegate Paula Dobriansky highlighted the US’ “fifteen 
bilateral partnerships with both developed and developing countries,” and their collaborative 
work to explore renewables with China.1125 The US also committed to a statement on Climate 
Change in the Arctic Region which encouraged signing parties “to consider issues related to the 
Arctic region[’s]… vulnerability and adaptation to climate change.”1126 

The US reaffirmed its G8 commitments on March 15-16 2006 by participating in a meeting of 
the G8 Energy Ministers in Moscow. This meeting underscored efforts “aimed at wider use of 
renewable and alternative energies, development and implementation of innovative energy 
technologies,” and acknowledged the importance of “a significant reduction of the gap in energy 
supply between developed and undersupplied less-developed countries” as an imperative to 
global energy security.1127 

Analyst: Adam Sheikh 
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9. European Union: +1 

The European Union (EU) has complied with Gleneagles’ renewable energy commitments. The 
EU pursued the development of markets for clean energy technologies. The Energy Community 
Treaty established an integrated energy market within the EU, extending the application of the 
acquis communautaire — including energy, environmental, and renewables aspects of the 
legislation decided at the EU level — across thirty-four European nations.1128 In addition, 
members of the European Parliament called for incentives for renewable energy production as 
well as “fair and free access to the grid and non-discriminatory tariffs.”1129 The Biomass Action 
Plan, announced by the European Commission on 7 December 2005 sets out to increase the 
production of biomass energy by “creating market-based incentives to its use and removing 
barriers to the development of the market.”1130 

The EU continues to promote and enforce an open and competitive internal energy market.1131 
On 8 March 2006 the European Commission adopted its Green Paper, entitled “A European 
Strategy for Sustainable, Competitive, and Secure Energy.” The paper which outlines six priority 
areas for the EU including the removal of barriers to the realization of a single internal energy 
market, diversifying the types of energy produced and consumed by the EU, and developing a 
common external energy policy for member states.1132 The European Commission also sent 
letters of formal notice for failure to properly transpose the directives for the internal energy 
market to a number of member states. According to the Commission, some member states “are 
currently opening up their markets in such different ways that this is hampering the development 
of a genuinely competitive European market.”1133 

The EU also promoted international cooperation on renewable energy technologies. The 
European Parliament adopted a resolution stating that the use of alternative energy sources must 
be tackled with both high consumers and with developing countries. The EU will achieve this 
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goal by integrating a sustainable energy provision into its development cooperation policy.1134 
Energy Commissioner Andris Piebalgs reaffirmed the EU’s commitment to clean energy 
technologies arguing that the EU “should work actively to build global alliances to explore more 
viable use of renewable energy sources, especially in the developing world.”1135 This was 
reinforced by a Joint EU Development Policy Statement released on 22 November 2005 stating 
that an “adaptation to the negative effects of climate change will be central in the community’s 
support to [Less Developed Countries (LDCs)] and small island development states.”1136 The EU 
also created bilateral strategic partnerships with India and China for further research and 
development of new energy technologies “which will improve cooperation on climate change, 
including clean energy and energy efficiency, and will promote sustainable development.”1137 

The European Commission also contributed to the organization of the Beijing International 
Renewable Energy Conference, held from 7 to 8 November 2005.1138 Commissioner Stavros 
Dimas stated that the conference was “a clear signal of the Commission’s interest to work with 
China and other important partners in furthering global environmental issues such as renewable 
energy.”1139 The European Commission is also a signatory to the Beijing Declaration on 
Renewable Energy for Sustainable Development, acknowledging the need for further 
international cooperation to establish markets for renewable energy, and create capacity for 
further research and development of clean energy technologies.1140 

The bilateral relationship between the EU and China was further developed at the sixth China-
EU Energy Conference, held in Shanghai, 20 February 2006. The EU and China signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding in which they agreed to jointly research near-zero emissions 
power generation technologies.1141 Environment Commissioner Andris  
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Piebalgs stated that the development of near-zero emissions coal power technology in 
partnership with China “is a key element in enhancing our energy security, promoting new 
technologies and addressing the challenge of climate change.”1142 

Analyst: Matthew Chomyn 
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